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A  Study  of  National  and  Cultural  Differences 
in  Criminal  Tendency 

INTRODUCTION 
I.    THE  PROBLEM 

An  almost  universal  interest  in  racial  and  national  differences 
has  given  rise  to  numerous  generalizations,  uncritically  made,  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  the  existence  of  certain  traits  and  characteristics 
assumed  to  be  peculiar  to  members  of  various  national  groups.  The 
practical  implications,  concerned  as  they  are  with  the  problem  of 
immigration  and  crime,  clearly  indicate  the  importance  of  an  objec- 
tive study. 

It  is  important  to  see  whether  group  differences  in  crime  are  due 
to  inherited  racial  characteristics  or  to  cultural  influences.  If 
racial  and  thus  persistent,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  concern,  but  if  cul- 
tural and  thus  subject  to  environmental  influences,  some  ultimately 
satisfactory  adjustment  will  be  made. 

One  way  to  determine  whether  racial  traits  or  cultural  factors 
are  responsible  for  group  differences  in  crime  is  by  comparing  two 
generations  of  some  national  group  or  groups  now  residing  in  this 
country.  If  the  differences  are  due  to  some  inherited  racial  trait 
or  tendency,  they  should  persist.  If  due  to  cultural  influences  the 
differences  should  disappear  or  be  modified.  The  evidence  for  or 
against  the  existence  of  a  characteristic  or  tendency  as  an  inherited 
trait  can  be  obtained  from  a  comparison  of  two  succeeding  genera- 
tions of  some  racial  or  national  group  which  has  been  transplanted 
to  a  new  environment.  In  this  study  the  criminal  tendencies,  as 
indicated  by  the  type  of  crime  committed,  of  the  immigrants  of  vari- 
ous national  groups  will  be  compared  with  the  tendencies  exhibited 
by  the  American  born  descendants  of  the  same  nationality. 


II 

REVIEW  OF  LITERATURE 

Current  statements  regarding  the  differences  between  the  so- 
called  "races"  of  Europe  are  not  confined  to  interpretations  of  the 
results  of  such  objective  measures  as  intelligence  testing  in  the  Army 
and  on  school  children.  Such  testing  programs  may  at  best  tell  us 
something  of  the  quality  of  those  who  have  immigrated.  The  chief 
differences  are  usually  stated  in  terms  which  do  not  refer  to  intelli- 
gence but  to  other  characteristics  that  may  be  more  effective  as  deter- 
minants of  behavior.  Typical  examples  of  such  descriptive  state- 
ments are  reported  by  Gault  (8)  to  the  effect  that  the  Nordic  race  is 
adventurous  and  enterprising,  its  representatives  having  penetrated 
every  quarter  of  the  world;  that  they  are  individualists,  lovers  of 
personal  liberty  and  aristocrats  with  a  genius  for  organization  and 
for  domination  that  is  prominent  in  politics  and  military  affairs. 
That  they  are  thoughtful  and  firm  and  that  on  the  whole  they  relent- 
lessly pursue  their  purpose  without  personal  cruelty,  without  being 
given  to  emotional  expression,  except  for  being  deeply  religious. 

Of  the  Alpine  race  it  is  said  that  they  have  never  displayed  the 
expansive  enterprise  of  the  Nordics,  being  attached  to  the  soil,  con- 
servative, peaceful,  respectful  toward  authority,  patient,  painstak- 
ing and  democratic.  That  like  the  Nordics  they  are  strongly  at- 
tached to  religion  but  somewhat  more  liable  than  they  to  emotional 
expression. 

The  Mediterranean  race  is  generally  believed  to  be  impulsive, 
clannish,  personally  brave  but  less  relentless  in  pursuit  of  a  purpose 
than  either  the  Nordics  or  the  Alpines  and  that,  unlike  the  Nordics, 
they  are  sensitive  to  affronts  and  are  capable  of  personal  cruelty. 

According  to  Kretschmer  (13)  in  the  areas  of  purest  Nordic  set- 
tlement the  people  are  serious,  sadly  in  earnest  and  show  evidence 
of  positive  gloom.  Among  Alpines  in  Southeastern  Germany  and 
in  the  Austrian  and  Bavarian  Alps  there  is  an  element  of  raw 
strength,  tenacity  and  stubborn  self-will.  The  tendency  to  cruelty 
and  to  wild  hasty  outbursts  of  passion  forms  the  common  stigma  of 
Mediterranean  peoples. 

Baur,  Fischer  and  Lenz  (2)  state  that  the  Mediterranean  shows 
restlessness,  liveliness  and  alertness,  lacking  the  enterprising  energy 
of  the  Nordic.  Childlike  cruelty  as  a  characteristic  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean is  seen  in  the  popularity  of  the  bull-fight.     They  believe  the 
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Mediterranean  to  be  passionately  devoted  to  the  immediate  impres- 
sions of  the  moment.  The  Alpines  are  suggestible,  persistent  and 
energetic,  they  are  ready  to  adopt  the  methods  of  others,  being  sug- 
gestible, but  withal  have  a  certain  fundamental  tenacity.  Nordics 
have  great  energy  and  industry,  vigorous  imagination  and  high 
intelligence.     The  Russians  excel  in  suffering  and  endurance. 

The  problem  is  not  so  simple,  however.  Contrasting  views  are 
found  here  as  elsewhere  in  a  literature  which  conflicts  in  the  search 
for  evidence  as  to  the  relative  influence  of  heredity  and  environ- 
ment. 

A.    Hereditary  Studies  and  Criticisms 

Lombroso,  (15)  who  in  his  early  writings  described  the  criminal 
as  a  born  type,  recognizable  by  such  anomalies  or  stigmata  as  asym- 
metrical cranium,  prognathous  jaw,  flattened  nose,  large  ears,  scanty 
beard  and  low  sensitivity  to  pain,  which  were  taken  as  evidence  of 
atavism  or  degeneracy,  especially  of  the  epileptoid  type,  later  (17) 
added  that  the  typical  criminal  might  refrain  from  crime  if  the 
circumstances  of  his  life  were  unusually  favorable.  One  who  was 
not  a  criminal  type  might  commit  crime  because  of  unusually  un- 
favorable circumstances.  Lombroso 's  contribution,  it  is  now  gen- 
erally conceded,  was  to  direct  attention  to  the  criminal  as  an 
individual. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Charles  Goring  (9)  to  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tion, originally  proposed  by  Lombroso,  that  similar  physical  mea- 
surements be  made  on  a  criminal  group  and  on  an  equal  group  of 
honest  men,  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  some  definite  conclusion  on 
the  existence  of  a  criminal  physical  type.  The  physical  features 
of  3,000  recidivists  in  the  English  convict  prisons  were  measured  in 
almost  infinite  detail,  as  were  those  of  a  large  group  chosen  from 
the  non-criminal  population.  No  striking  differences  were  found 
between  those  criminals  who  had  committed  one  type  of  offense  and 
those  convicted  of  another,  nor  could  criminals  and  non-criminals 
be  differentiated  on  the  basis  of  physical  measurements.  It  was,  in 
fact,  easier  to  point  out  physical  differences  between  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  students  than  between  either  student  group  and  any 
sub-group  of  criminals. 

Reckless  and  Smith  (19)  agree  that  Goring 's  work  showed 
beyond  any  reasonable  doubt  that  the  criminal  type  does  not  exist. 

Goring  (19)  proceeded  further  in  his  study  of  the  possible 
relationship  between  heredity  and  crime.  He  found  a  correlation 
coefScient  of  plus  .60  between  fathers  and  sons  and  of  plus  .45 


8  A  STUDY  OF  NATIONAL  AND  CULTUBAL 

between  brothers  for  criminality  as  measured  by  imprisonment. 
He  divided  environmental  factors  into  contagion  and  force  of  cir- 
cumstances and  sought  to  eliminate  them  in  order  to  show  the 
importance  of  heredity,  since  such  correlations  as  he  obtained 
might  be  due  to  either  heredity  or  to  environment  or  to  both.  He 
concluded  that  the  resemblance  of  fathers  and  sons  in  criminality 
was  not  due  to  contagion  because  the  correlation  M^as  no  higher  for 
stealing,  a  crime  in  which  the  father  might  be  an  example  to  the 
son,  than  for  sex  crimes  which,  he  assumed,  the  father  would  ordi- 
narily try  to  conceal.  A  second  basis  for  his  conclusion  was  the 
fact  that  children  removed  by  imprisonment  from  parental  in- 
fluence at  an  early  age  became  confirmed  criminals  to  a  greater 
extent  than  those  taken  at  a  later  age.  After  the  influence  of 
defective  intelligence  was  eliminated  by  the  use  of  partial  correla- 
tions an  almost  negligible  correlation  remained  between  criminality 
and  factors  included  under  the  head  of  force  of  circumstance  such 
as  poverty,  standard  of  living  and  ignorance. 

Sutherland  (21)  points  out  the  main  defects  in  Goring 's  argu- 
ment on  the  inheritance  of  criminality.  First,  his  raw  materials 
were  based  on  unverified  statements  by  the  inmates.  Second,  all 
the  possible  environmental  factors  were  not  studied  nor  were  those 
that  were  studied  accurately  measured.  Third,  environmental  fac- 
tors were  considered  separately;  the  importance  of  environment  as 
a  whole  was  not  recognized.  Fourth,  contagion  may  well  consist 
of  more  than  actually  teaching  the  technique  of  a  particular  crime. 
The  transmission  of  attitude  toward  law  and  authority  may  be 
equally  important.  Fifth,  the  environmental  factor  was  not  elimi- 
nated by  removing  the  child  from  home  to  a  penal  institution. 
Sixth,  mental  ability  was  assumed  not  to  be  influenced  by  environ- 
ment. Seventh,  only  male  inmates  were  used  despite  the  fact  that 
the  relationship  between  inmates  and  sisters  in  criminality  was 
much  smaller  than  for  inmates  and  brothers,  a  thing  impossible  for 
an  inherited  trait  unless  it  is  sex-linked,  and  there  is  little  reason  to 
believe  that  it  is.  Sutherland  (21)  believes  that  there  is  good 
reason  for  doubting  Goring 's  whole  conclusion  that  a  criminal 
diathesis  is  inherited  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  of  physical 
traits,  but  that  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  heredity  has 
nothing  to  do  with  crime. 

Joly  (12)  in  1888  reported  that  murder  in  Corsica  was  about 
eleven  times  more  frequent  than  in  France,  but  that  among  Cor- 
sicans   living   in   France   nothing   approximating   this   frequency 
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occurred.  Murder  was  not  so  frequent  among  Corsicans  on  the 
East  coast  of  the  island  where  there  were  many  Italians  nor  on  the 
"West  coast  where  there  were  many  Greeks,  as  in  the  central  part  of 
the  island  where  more  isolated  Corsicans  were  to  be  found.  An 
analogous  situation  was  reported  by  Niceforo  (18)  in  1897. 

In  spite  of  the  more  obvious  view  that  behavior  is  affected  by 
social  surroundings,  Aschaffenburg  (1)  was  inclined  to  accept  the 
hypothesis  of  a  direct  relationship  between  race  and  criminality. 
He  argued  that  such  a  persisting  custom  as  the  blood  feud  in  Cor- 
sica must  be  fundamentally  racial  in  character. 

Gault  (8)  suggests  that  the  high  incidence  of  murder  in  the 
middle — the  blood  feud — may  reflect  the  social  atmosphere  of  that 
portion  of  the  island  uncontaminated  by  foreigners,  loaded  with 
tradition  and  with  social  heritages  which  were  passed  along  from 
generation  to  generation  from  an  ancient  order  of  daring  sea-roving 
pirates  who  could  scuttle  a  ship  or  cut  a  throat  without  batting  an 
eye.  He  adds  that  frequently  such  people  are  heroes  today  since 
their  works  have  lived  after  them,  not  through  any  biological  link 
but  through  the  traditions  that  help  to  create  the  atmosphere. 

Lombroso  (16)  first  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  homicides 
were  least  common  among  Teutons  and  most  common  among  Latins, 
and  that  homicides  in  Italy  were  more  common  in  the  South  of  Italy 
and  the  Mediterranean  Islands  than  in  the  North. 

Aschaffenburg  (1)  published  in  1913  the  results  of  a  detailed 
study  of  racial  differences  in  criminal  tendencies  in  Europe.  He 
concluded  that  because  of  the  widely  differing  systems  of  law  and 
other  institutions  under  which  people  live  (in  Europe)  the  only 
categories  which  might  be  compared  legitimately  were  those  of 
suicide  and  illegitimate  births.  No  significant  differences  among 
Nordics,  Alpines  and  Mediterraneans  were  indicated  for  these  cate- 
gories. He  attributed  the  comparative  infrequency  of  crime  in 
Nordic  countries  to  the  fact  that  the  Nordic  does  not  bother  himself 
about  trifles,  although  he  is  unscrupulous  in  great  enterprises,  as 
indicated  by  large  scale  frauds  which  were  not  uncommon  in 
England  and  Scandinavia. 

Lange  (14)  aided  by  the  Bavarian  officials  searched  the  prisons 
for  sets  of  twins,  of  like  sex,  both  alive,  one  of  whom  at  least  had 
a  criminal  record.  Seventeen  dizygotic  and  thirteen  monozygotic 
pairs  were  found  and  examined.  All  but  one  set,  separated  at 
the  age  of  eight,  grew  up  together.  Although  photographs,  finger- 
prints, official  records,  interviews  and  measures  were  included,  the 
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final  determination  of  identity  was  based  on  whether  or  not  mem- 
bers of  a  set  had  ever  been  taken  for  one  another.  Twins  classified 
as  concordant  had  both  been  imprisoned;  of  the  discordant  twins 
only  one  had  been  imprisoned.     The  results  are  indicated  as  follows : 

Twins 
Monozygotic  


Dizvprotic 


e^ 


cordai] 

it     Discordant 

10 

3 

2 

15 

Lange  concluded  that  as  far  as  crime  is  concerned,  monozygotic 
twins  on  the  whole  react  in  a  definitely  similar  manner,  and  that 
dizygotic  twins  behave  quite  differently.  Further  he  states  that  if 
importance  is  attached  to  the  twin  method,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
so  far  as  the  causes  of  crime  are  concerned,  inherited  tendencies 
play  a  preponderant  part.  Of  the  three  discordant  sets  one  of  the 
first  pair  was  homosexual  and  thus  imprisoned ;  of  the  second  pair 
one  was  normal,  the  other  had  a  goitre  and  was  imprisoned  for  em- 
bezzlement from  a  labor  union  of  which  he  was  treasurer,  this  being 
his  only  known  offense;  and  of  the  third  pair,  one  committed  a 
murder  and  was  subsequentl.y  declared  legally  insane.  The  differ- 
ences between  discordant  pairs  were  not  confined  to  criminality. 
The  concordant  twins  were  more  alike  physically,  committed  the 
same  type  of  offenses  and  reacted  similarly  to  arrest  and  trial. 

Reckless  and  Smith  (19)  point  out  the  defects  of  Lange 's  study. 
Likeness  was  used  to  infer  origin,  origin  in  turn  being  used  to  ex- 
plain likeness  in  behavior.  Such  inferences  prove  nothing  at  all. 
Too  few  cases  were  used  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  classification. 
The  proportion  of  discordant  and  concordant  sets  is  subject  to 
error  for  if  two  sets  of  dizygotic  twins  are  alike  from  environment 
or  accident,  then  some  of  the  monozygotic  twins  may  be  alike  for 
the  same  reason.  The  study  is  not  a  crucial  one  since  no  pair  of 
twins  separated  at  an  early  age  was  found.  Each  of  the  pair 
separated  at  the  age  of  eight  years  went  into  a  different  home  and 
behaved  somewhat  differently.  Any  likeness  in  behavior  could  be 
accounted  for  by  the  first  eight  years  together.  Environmental 
similarity  was  not  measured  but  taken  for  granted — an  unjusti- 
fiable procedure. 

In  addition  to  criticism  of  attempts  to  demonstrate  inherited 
criminality  on  methodological  grounds  the  more  fundamental  con- 
cept of  just  what  is  inherited  has  been  called  into  question.  Boas 
(4)  observed  that  a  whole  science  of  criminology  has  grown  up 
based  upon  biologically  determined  criminal  types  and  hereditary 
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transmission  of  criminality.  The  notion  of  criminal  stigmata  of 
Lombroso  would  have  greatly  simplified  the  problem  of  treatment 
of  criminals  but  unfortunately  such  an  extreme  hope  has  not  been 
fulfilled,  since  irregularities  of  physiognomy  are  likely  to  occur 
even  more  frequently  among  non-criminal  groups  than  among  crim- 
inals. Boas  concluded  further  that  since  the  criminal  must  be  de- 
fined as  one  who  habitually  disregards  the  laws  of  the  society  to 
which  he  belongs  and  since  the  definition  of  crime  itself  is  so  com- 
plex and  so  dependent  upon  social  condition,  criminality  can  hardly 
be  considered  hereditary.  The  problem  is  stated  more  succinctly 
by  Sutherland  (21)  who  asks  whether  criminality,  as  such,  is  in- 
herited or  whether  there  is  an  inheritance  of  some  defect  which 
may  be  a  factor  in  criminal  behavior. 

B.     EX\7R0XMEXTAL  STUDIES 

The  first  attempt  to  demonstrate  the  change  in  character  of 
offenses  between  immigrants  and  descendants  of  immigrants  was 
that  of  the  Immigration  Commission  (27),  reported  in  1911.  At 
the  outset  it  was  stated  that  for  any  exact  quantitative  determina- 
tion of  which  immigrant  groups  were  responsible  for  an  increase 
in  crime,  the  age,  sex,  race  and  offense  of  every  offender  committed 
to  a  penal  institution  during  a  given  period  of  time  and  the  same 
data  on  every  person  in  the  general  population  for  the  same  period 
of  time  must  be  available.  No  such  compilation  of  data  has  ever 
been  made  available  because  the  National  Census  and  the  Prison 
Census  are  not  taken  in  the  same  year.  Even  at  the  present  time  a 
census  of  the  two  groups  is  not  taken  concurrently. 

From  the  material  at  their  disposal,  the  National  Census  of  1900 
and  the  Prison  Census  of  1904,  and  subject  to  the  limitations  set 
forth,  the  Commission  reported  that  some  changes  in  the  character 
of  crime  have  been  produced  by  immigration;  that  Italians  stood 
out  as  having  the  largest  percentage  of  cases  of  homicide ;  that  a 
larger  proportion  of  crimes  of  personal  violence  and  offenses  against 
public  polic}'  was  found  among  the  foreign  born;  that  gainful 
offenses  formed  a  larger  proportion  of  native  than  of  immigrant 
criminality;  and  that  differences  for  offenses  against  chastity  be- 
tween immigrant  groups  and  the  native  born  were  so  slight  as  to  be 
insignificant. 

From  the  records  of  convictions  in  the  New  York  City  Court  of 
General  Sessions  from  October  1st,  1908,  to  June  30th,  1909,  con- 
clusions relating  to  the  change  in  character  of  offenses  from  one 


12 


A  STUDY  OF  NATIONAL  AND  CULTURAL 


generation  to  the  next  were  drawn.  A  modified  form  of  the  tables 
employed,  showing  all  Violent  offenses  combined  as  well  as  sub- 
divided by  cases  of  Homicide,  Assault  and  Rape,  and  the  Gainful 
offenses  combined  and  subdivided  by  cases  of  Robbery,  Burglary 
and  Larceny,  but  omitting  offenses  against  Chastity  and  Public 
Policy,  is  reproduced  here: 

Crimes  of  First  and  Second  Generation  Compared:  N.  Y.  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  Oct.  1,  1908,  to  June  30,  1909 


Per  Cent  of  Total  Number  of  Offenses 

No. 

Viol: 

Horn. 

Asst. 

Bape 

Gain : 

Bob. 

Burg. 

Lare. 

Nat.  wh.  of 

nat.    white 

418 

9.8 

.5 

7.9 

.7 

79.7 

2.4 

20.3 

51.4 

F.  B.  Eng.  ... 

39 

2.6 

2.6 

.0 

.0 

84.6 

.0 

7.7 

74.4 

Am.  B.  Eng. 

29 

13.8 

3.4 

3.4 

6.9 

79.3 

.0 

20.7 

55.2 

F.   B.   Germ. 

125 

10.4 

2.4 

8.0 

.0 

75.2 

.0 

21.6 

45.6 

Am.  B.  Germ. 

112 

8.9 

.9 

5.4 

.9 

85.7 

.0 

24.1 

58.0 

F.  B.  Heb.  ... 

247 

8.5 

.4 

6.1 

1.6 

85.0 

.8 

26.7 

51.0 

Am.  B.  Heb. 

96 

5.2 

.0 

4.2 

].0 

89.6 

1.0 

22.9 

59.3 

F.    B.    Irish 

86 

29.1 

2.3 

25.6 

.0 

60.5 

3.5 

9.3 

47.7 

Am.  B.  Irish 

300 

12.3 

1.0 

11.0 

.3 

78.0 

1.0 

26.0 

49.7 

F.  B.  It 

235 

37.4 

4.7 

27.2 

5.1 

43.8 

2.1 

11.9 

23.8 

Am.  B.  It 

82 

17.1 

1.2 

12.2 

1.2 

72.0 

1.2 

39.0 

31.7 

The  Commission  concluded  that  there  is  a  distinct  tendency, 
though  not  found  for  all  crimes  and  nationalities,  for  the  descen- 
dants of  immigrants  to  differ  from  immigrants  in  character  of 
criminality,  and  that  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  change  is  fre- 
quently in  the  direction  of  the  criminality  of  the  American  Born  of 
American  Born  Parentage.  It  was  further  observed  that  in  some 
cases  this  shift  carries  second  generation  criminality  even  beyond 
that  of  the  native  born  of  native  parentage.^  Both  types  of  move- 
ment may  be  seen  more  clearly  by  recasting  part  of  the  above  table 
in  the  following  form : 


Gainful 

Violent 

Public  Policy 

For.  Born  German  

Native  White 

Am.  Born  German  

For.  Born  Italian  

75.2 
79.7 
85.7 

43.8 
72.0 
79.7 

10.4 
9.8 
8.9 

37.4 

17.1 

9.8 

9.6 
8.9 
3.6 

17.0 

Am.  Born  Italian  

9.8 

Native  White  

8.9 

1  It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  there  were  more  immigrants  than  de- 
scendants of  immigrants  in  all  the  groups  compared  in  the  Immigration  Com- 
mission study.  In  the  present  study  the  American  Born  group  is  larger  in  all 
but  one  case  than  the  Foreign  Born  group  of  the  same  nationality. 
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By  comparing  the  records  of  New  York  City  for  1901-08  with, 
those  of  Chicago  for  1905-08  the  relative  frequency  of  certain  types 
of  offenses  among  various  national  groups  in  the  two  urban  en- 
vironments were  found  by  percentage  distribution.  Robbery  and 
Burglary  were  most  frequent  among  native  whites  of  American 
Born  parents  in  both  cities,  as  was  Larceny  in  New  York.  Larceny 
was  most  frequent  among  Russians  in  Chicago.  Violent  Assault 
was  most  frequent  among  Italians  in  New  York  and  among  Sla- 
vonians and  Lithuanians  in  Chicago.  No  direct  comparison  could 
be  made,  however,  since  Slavonians  and  Lithuanians  did  not  appear 
in  the  New  York  data.  Homicide  was  relatively  more  frequent 
among  the  Italians  in  both  cities. 

The  same  tendency  to  change  in  character  of  offenses  appears  in 
a  comparison  reported  by  Sutherland  (21)  of  first  and  second  gen- 
eration Italian  immigrants  with  reference  to  Homicides  and  As- 


'■^' 


Homicide  and  Assault  Combined  Eate  Per  100,000  From  Mass.  State 

Census  1915 

Born  in  Italy  192 

American  Born,  one  or  both  parents  born  in  Italy 24 

Native  Born  of  Native  Born  Parents 24 

Am.  Born,  one  or  both  parents  born  in  any  Foreign  Country 22 

saults  combined.  Sutherland  states  that  from  this  the  tendency  to 
violent  crimes  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  tradition  which  is  not 
passed  on  to  the  second  generation. 

A  more  recent  study  of  this  type  is  that  by  Giardini  (20)  on  the 
Italian  Convict,  based  on  the  Italian  population  of  the  Western 
Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  The  cumulative  Foreign  Born  Ital- 
ian population  at  the  time  of  his  report  was  245.  Giardini  was  able 
to  classify  144  of  the  Italian  inmates  according  to  the  department 
of  Italy  in  which  they  were  born,  and  after  making  suitable  allow- 
ances for  minors  and  females  in  the  population  at  large  concluded 
that  the  Southern  Italian  in  Western  Pennsylvania  commits  5.34 
times  as  many  crimes  as  his  brother  from  the  North  of  Italy.  A 
possible  explanation  is  sought  in  the  difference  in  the  social  condi- 
tions of  the  two  sections.  In  the  North  of  Italy  there  are  more 
numerous  centers  of  industry  and  culture,  more  generally  rapid 
progress  and  more  influence  from  other  nations.  The  South  of 
Italy  is  mainly  agricultural  and  poorly  adapted  to  agriculture  at 
that  because  of  the  topography  of  the  country  and  the  lack  of  agri- 
cultural education.  The  Southern  population  of  Italy  therefore 
labors  under  contsant  economic  stress  and  unemployment.  Added 
to  the  economic  situation  are  the  residual  traditions  of  the  feudal- 


14 


A  STUDY  OF  XJTIONAL  AND  CVLTUEAL 


istic  sj^stom  Nvliii'h  pvovailod  tlironi;hout  Italy  and  in  faot  most  of 
Europe  duriuir  the  past  oontury  and  whioh  is  by  no  means  oxtinct. 
Certain  traditions,  found  less  often  in  the  North  of  Italy,  are  di- 
reetly  eondueive  to  crime.  Giardini  believes.  Family  quarrels  and 
perpetual  feuds  are  still  oonunon.  The  head  of  the  family  may 
make  his  own  laws  even  in  eontradiotion  to  the  State.  The  habit  of 
earryinsr  weapons  is  retained  whenever  tinaneially  possible  anil  the 
people  abide  by  the  biblioal  dietum  o\'  an  eye  for  an  eviv  Tliey  are 
jealous  o\'  their  possessions,  seldom  foriret  an  injury  anil  are  slow 
to  forgive.  They  eannot  be  said  to  be  ;iii\i;ressively  hostile  however. 
The  most  direi't  faelor  beariuj;  on  eriiniuality  amonj::  Italians  here 
is  the  habit  oi'  earryinsr  weapons  for  "self-defense"  as  the  inn\ates 
themselves  are  prone  to  put  it.  recourse  to  the  law  never  seemins:;  to 
oeeur  to  them.  ^Veapons  of  all  sorts  are  easier  to  obtain  here  than 
in  Italy.  ^Vhile  the  Italian  nuiy  mistrust  the  law  and  prefer  to  ad- 
minister his  own  justice  he  may  be  said  to  do  so  without  delibera- 
tion and  usually  under  emotional  stress  often  cond>ined  with  drink. 
Since  so  lari^e  a  proportion  of  otTenses  committed  by  Foreij^n 
Born  Italians  were  crimes  o\'  violence,  evidence  for  violence  as  a 
racial  trait  was  sonirht  in  a  comparison  with  a  small  irronp  o['  ;>J^ 
native  whites  whose  parents  were  born  in  Italy.  The  percentaire 
distribution  of  otTenses  follows: 


F.li.ltiil. 


Am.  li.  Itijl. 


Nat.  B.  ExcJuJStivt 
of  Am.  B.  Ital 


Violence  

Prodntory  

Sox  Ofl'onsos 


09M 
18.37 

10.1:0 


17.95 

12.S2 


l(>.."^7 
6(5.99 


Giardini  concludes  that  there  is  nothing-  here  to  indicate  violence 
or  the  tendency  to  connnit  crimes  of  violence  ;is  a  racial  trait  o(  the 
Italians,  lie  states  further  that  the  American  Born  Italians  on 
the  averai^e  resemble  the  X;iti\c  Whites  in  intellii;ence.  in  recidivism 
and  in  type  of  recreation  preferred.  A  comparison  with  the  per- 
centai::e  tlistribntion  of  crimes  of  the  native  born,  exclusive  o\'  .\mer- 
ican  Born  Italians,  indicates  that  the  Italians  are  capable  o\'  Amer- 
icanization even  thoui^h.  as  he  says,  it  is  here  indicated  as  aloni? 
rather  undesirable  lines. 

A  comparative  study  of  bandits,  detined  as  those  who  use  a 
deadly  weapon  to  intimidate,  injure  or  kill  for  the  purpose  of  com- 


BIFFEEENCEH  IN  CRIMINAL  TENDENCY  15 

mittin^  robbery,  was  made  by  JackKon  Cll).  240  bandits,  1074 
non-bandits  and  86  doubtful  cases  comprising  the  total  population 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison  at  the  time  were  the  subjects  of  the 
study.  The  bandits  as  a  group  were  4.7  years  younger  than  non- 
bandits,  of  relatively  superior  mental  age  and  literacy.  There  was 
a  markedly  higher  ratio  of  Native  Whites  of  Italian  parentage,  the 
percentage  being  4.7  times  as  large  as  in  the  non-bandit  group ;  the 
ratio  for  Native  Whites  of  Polish  parentage  was  2.-3  times  that  of 
the  non-bandit  group.  There  was  close  similarity  in  the  previous 
records  of  the  two  groups  and  no  significant  differences  in  physical 
condition,  plea  or  rating  of  industrial  skill. 

Another  study  of  nationality  differences  by  Jackson  (11)  on 
1207  consecutive  admissions  to  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison  from 
June,  1925,  to  June,  1927,  indicates  that  the  Foreign  Born  groups 
taken  together  and  the  Foreign  Born  Italians  in  particular  show  a 
markedly  high  percentage  of  Murder  and  Assault  cases  and  a  low 
percentage  of  Larceny  cases.  The  Native  White  of  Italian  and 
Polish  parentages  are  markedly  different  from  the  Foreign  Bom 
Italians  and  Poles  in  their  predominance  of  Larceny,  Burglary  and 
Rcjbbery.  The  Native  White  of  Irish  parentage  show  a  high  inci- 
dence of  cases  of  Assault,  Carnal  Abuse  and  other  sex  offenses  aside 
from  Rape.    30  per  cent  of  the  cases  in  this  study  were  Negroes. 

Dublin  and  Bunzel  (6)  in  a  study  of  homicides  in  the  United 
States,  based  on  vital  statistics,  make  an  interesting  comparison 
that  appears  to  be  related  to  a  change  in  environment.  The  rate 
per  100,000  for  homicides  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  9.2.  For 
Whites  in  the  South  it  is  17.2  and  for  Whites  in  New  England  it  is 
2.1.  The  frequency  of  homicides  among  Negroes  in  some  of  the 
southern  states  is  as  high  as  65  per  100,000  but  in  New  England, 
which  has  the  lowest  White  rate,  the  rate  for  Negroes  is  only  one- 
third  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  or  3.1. 

That  we  might  expect  such  changes  in  behavior  as  investigations 
in  the  past  have  revealed,  is  suggested  from  a  study  by  Boas  (5) 
of  changes  in  bodily  form  of  descendants  of  immigrants,  who  reports 
that  not  even  such  characteristics  as  cephalic  index,  which  have 
proven  most  permanent  in  the  old  homes  of  immigrants,  remain 
unchanged  in  new  surroundings.  The  whole  bodily  and  mental 
make-up  of  the  immigrant  may  change.  The  evidence  is  in  favor 
of  plasticity  of  human  type,  permanence  being  an  exception.  An 
increase  in  stature  which  he  found  by  measurement,  is  presumed 
to  be  due  to  more  favorable  conditions  of  life. 
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Even  Kretschmer  (13),  who  is  known  for  his  emphasis  on  con- 
stitution, admits  that  bodily  and  mental  characteristics  appear  not 
to  be  immutable,  only  appearing  so  as  long  as  the  environment 
remains  approximately  constant.  The  whole  question  of  the  immu- 
tability of  mental  qualities  is  in  doubt  in  the  light  of  racial  variants 
produced  by  new  environments.  The  racial  variant  is  conceived  of 
as  something  akin  to  the  local  variety  of  the  plant  biologist. 

C.    Recent  Interest  in  National  Differences  in  Criminal 

Tendency 

Interest  in  the  question  of  national  differences  in  tendency 
towards  crime  was  rather  forcibly  revived  by  the  results  of  the 
Wickersham  Committee's  (26)  survey.  In  the  section  dealing  with 
crime  the  number  of  persons  per  100,000  of  the  same  population 
class,  18  years  of  age  or  over,  arrested  in  New  York  State  during 
the  year  1929  charged  with  a  felony,  were  classified  by  country  of 
birth  and  by  offense.  The  rate  for  all  native  born  taken  together, 
and  regardless  of  any  other  factor  than  that  they  were  born  in  this 
country  was  taken  as  the  standard.  The  figures  were  based  on 
number  of  arrests  and  there  is  no  assurance  that  any  one  individual 
was  not  counted  more  than  once  during  the  same  year.  The  ques- 
tion of  guilt  or  innocence  is  likewise  not  considered.  One  definite 
advantage  of  basing  results  upon  the  number  of  arrests  rather  than 
on  convictions  is  that  the  actual  charge  brought  against  a  suspect 
may  be  more  truly  descriptive  of  the  crime  committed  than  the 
charge  to  which  he  may  be  permitted  to  plead.  Differences  between 
some  of  the  national  groups  presented  are  so  great  as  to  be  rela- 
tively unaffected  by  these  possible  sources  of  error. 

The  average  for  the  all-native-born  group  was  346.7  per  100,000, 
a  rate  exceeded  only  by  the  Greeks  and  the  Mexicans.  These  two 
foreign-born  groups  and  the  Italians  exceed  the  average  of  all  for- 
eign born  for  all  classes  of  crime.  The  Mexicans,  who  have  the 
highest  rate  of  any  group,  1886  per  100,000  have  no  arrests  for 
homicides,  the  Greeks  with  the  second  highest  rate  for  all  crimes, 
779.5  per  100,000  have  116.4  cases  of  homicides  per  100,000  popu- 
lation. Austrians,  Greeks,  Italians  and  Lithuanians  exceed  the 
native-born  average  for  homicide.  Forgery  and  counterfeiting 
taken  together  would  appear  to  be  definitely  American  forms  of 
criminal  activity  since  no  foreign  national  group  exceeds  the  native- 
born  rate  for  these  offenses.  Greeks,  Italians,  Poles  and  Mexicans 
are  more  frequently  arrested  for  Assault  than  the  native  born. 
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Greeks,  Italians  and  Mexicans  carry  concealed  weapons  more  fre- 
quently than  either  the  native  born  or  the  foreign  born  group  taken 
together.  It  is  apparent  at  any  rate  that  regardless  of  the  inac- 
curacies which  must  of  necessity  creep  into  any  attempt  to  measure 
amount  and  rate  of  crime  that  there  are  marked  differences  in  the 
type  of  crime  which  one  group  or  another  is  prone  to  commit.  It 
is  possible  that  these  tendencies  toward  certain  types  of  criminal 
behavior  may  be  definitely  related  to  the  customs  and  traditions, 
i.e.,  the  culture  of  the  native  country,  or  to  hereditary  racial  factors. 

One  might  be  led  to  conclude  on  the  basis  of  the  Wickersham 
report  that  immigrants  from  Greece,  Italy  and  Mexico  were  least 
desirable,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  those  from  Czecho-Slovakia, 
Germany  and  Ireland  were  most  desirable.  The  point  may  well  be 
that  a  more  significant  index  of  desirability  is  to  be  found  in  some 
measure  of  the  effect  of  contact  with  a  new  culture  over  succeeding 
generations.  The  native  born  rate  of  346.7  per  100,000  might  be 
much  lower,  for  example,  if  only  native  born  of  native  born  parents 
were  used  to  make  up  this  group.  We  do  not  know  that  all  of  the 
family  traditional  and  cultural  background  is  lost  to  the  children  of 
immigrants.  In  addition  there  may  be  some  conflict  between  chil- 
dren and  parents  resulting  directly  from  the  new  cultural  environ- 
ment which  may  in  turn  tend  to  increase  the  absolute  amount  or 
rate  of  crime.  No  recent  census  material  on  the  number  of  first 
generation  descendants  of  immigrants  is  available. 

Two  fundamental  difficulties  stand  in  the  way  of  any  quantita- 
tive study  of  type  or  amount  of  crime  among  any  class  or  group. 
It  is  never  accurately  determined  how  many  individuals  have  com- 
mitted crimes  in  any  given  period  of  time  for  two  reasons :  ( 1 )  not 
all  crimes  are  reported,  (2)  it  is  not  known  how  many  crimes  have 
been  committed  by  a  single  individual.  The  District  Attorney  is 
frequently  interested  only  in  number  of  convictions ;  the  police,  on 
the  other  hand,  may  try  to  pin  as  many  crimes  as  possible  on  a 
single  individual.  Added  to  these  more  obvious  stumbling  blocks 
in  the  way  of  quantitative  interpretations  there  are  those  pointed 
out  by  Best  (3).  From  the  report  of  the  Census  Bureau  on  Prison- 
ers in  State  and  Federal  Prisons  and  Reformatories  for  the  period 
from  1923  to  1929  it  appears  that  the  ratio  of  commitments  of 
foreign  born  whites  is  about  1.25  times  that  of  native  born  whites. 
Best  does  not  believe  that  this  ratio  is  an  indication  of  a  true  in- 
herent tendency  to  crime  on  the  part  of  the  foreign  born  but 
rather  that  a  number  of  conditioning  factors  are  operative.    Many 
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of  the  foreign  born  are  just  at  the  age  when  crime  is  most  common, 
there  is  an  excess  of  males,  many  of  them  lack  normal  home  sur- 
roundings, the  foreign  born  population  is  largely  urban  and  resides 
in  congested  and  often  vicious  areas  of  the  lowest  economic  level. 
Whatever  the  effect  of  low  economic  level  may  be  it  has  ample 
opportunity  to  work  on  the  foreign  born.  The  larger  proportion 
of  foreign  born  found  in  jails  and  workhouses  indicates  that  their 
crimes  are  in  general  of  a  less  serious  nature,  many  of  their  offenses 
being  merely  infractions  of  city  ordinances.  One  may  wonder  why 
they  are  classified  as  crimes  at  all  for  purposes  of  comparison. 
Other  conditioning  factors  may  be  found  in  the  difficulties  of 
adjustment  to  the  laws,  customs  and  institutions  of  a  new  country. 


III. 


PROCEDURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  DATA 

The  present  study  is  an  attempt  to  show  the  differences  (a)  in 
type  of  crime  committed  by  various  national  immigrant  groups; 
(b)  between  national  immigrant  groups  and  the  first  generation 
descendants  of  immigrant  groups;  and  (c)  between  each  of  these 
various  groups  and  the  native  whites  of  native  white  parentage. 
The  method  used  was  to  compare  the  percentage  distribution  of 
crimes  for  the  major  criminal  categories.  For  this  purpose  3181 
consecutive  white  admissions  to  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison  at 
Trenton  from  July  1st,  1928,  to  December  10th,  1934,  were  classi- 
fied according  to  nativity,  crime  and  generation.  The  distribution 
of  inmates  by  nationality  appears  in  Table  I. 

TABLE  I 
Distribution  of  all  Inmates  by  National  Groups 


For.  Am. 

Born  Born 

Standard   1006 

Italian   295  415 

Polish  89  160 

German-Austrian  86  127 

Russian 51  64 

Hungarian-Cz.  Slovakian  47  46 

Eng.,  Scotch,  Canadian  ...  35  66 

Irish  18  164 

French  9  7 

Greek   15  1 

Nor.,  Swedish,  Danish  ...  8  8 

Finnish 1  2 

Mexican  3 

Argentinian 4 

Chilean  4 

Belgian 2 

Roumanian 2  1 

Jugo-Slavian  2 

Albanian   1 


For.  Am. 

Born  Born 

Australian  1 

Serbian 1 

Hollander 8  13 

Portuguese 4  8 

Chinese  4 

Turks   6 

Swiss    2  4 

Bohemian 1  1 

Syrian 10  3 

Spanish 17  2 

Ukranian  1  3 

Lithuanian 12  13 

Mixed  Parentage  281 

Am.  Born  of  Am.  Born 
Parents  and  Foregn  Born 

Grandparents   47 

N  =  3181 


The  bulk  of  the  data  was  obtained  from  the  records  of  the 
Classification  Committee  of  the  prison.  Most  of  the  record  material 
pertinent  to  this  study  was  obtained  by  James  D.  Jackson,  Psychol- 
ogist at  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison  and  several  inmate  assistants. 
While  some  factual  material  is  secured  by  inmate  interviewers, 
who  may  have  some  definite  advantage  in  gaining  the  confidence 
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of  other  inmates,  all  judgments  pertaining  to  industrial  rating 
and  economic  status  are  made  by  the  Psychologist.  The  following 
items  appearing  in  the  records  were  used  for  each  inmate,  all  of 
whom  were  males :  age,  place  of  birth,  birth-place  of  parents,  lan- 
guage spoken,  industrial  rating,  economic  status,  length  of  sentence 
and  offense  for  which  convicted.  Previous  convictions  from  the 
report  of  the  United  States  Identification  Bureau  and  the  inmate's 
report  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  offense  were  included 
for  some  groups.  Length  of  residence  in  the  United  States  from  the 
inmate's  own  statement  was  included  for  the  immigrant  groups. 
In  addition  to  the  classification  record  material  350  inmates,  includ- 
ing transfers  to  the  Prison  Farm  and  transfers  to  the  Kahway 
Reformatory  were  personally  interviewed  for  information  on  the 
birth-place  of  grandparents.  It  was  hoped  that  from  the  group 
who  reported  themselves  as  native  born  of  native  born  parents 
there  would  be  an  appreciable  number  whose  grandparents  were 
born  in  the  same  foreign  country,  so  that  comparisons  might  be 
made  for  three  successive  generations.  Too  few  such  were  found 
to  be  used  for  comparisons.  180  inmates  were  discovered  who 
reported  themselves  as  sure  that  all  of  their  grandparents  were 
born  in  this  country, 

A  group  of  100  inmates,  chosen  at  random,  was  interviewed  for 
reliability  of  report  on  place  of  birth  and  birth-place  of  parents. 
No  discrepancies  between  statements  made  at  the  time  of  admission 
to  the  prison  and  the  information  obtained  in  the  present  report 
were  found  for  any  inmate  in  this  group.  The  time  between  the 
initial  interview  and  the  present  one  ranged  from  three  months  to 
one  year.  It  does  not  follow  necessarily  from  this  check-up  that 
a  false  statement  could  not  have  been  made  by  any  inmate  on  both 
occasions,  but  this  latter  possibility  seems  unlikely  in  view  of  the 
interval. 

A  better  index  of  the  reliability  of  statements  made  by  inmates 
rests  upon  a  suggestion  offered  by  Thrasher  (23).  He  concluded 
that  except  for  English-speaking  foreign  groups,  the  mother  tongue 
was  the  best  basis  for  classification  of  descendants  of  the  foreign 
born.  Thus  two  independent  indicators  of  the  nativity  of  the 
parents  of  most  of  the  descendants  of  foreigners  used  in  this  study 
were  immediately  available  from  the  records,  since  each  inmate 
was  asked  where  his  parents  were  born  and  what  language,  other 
than  English,  was  spoken  at  home.  No  discrepancies  in  report  of 
language  spoken  and  country  of  birth  of  parents  were  found  in 
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the  records  of  other  than  English-speaking  groups  for  whom  this 
check-up  could  be  made.  That  is,  in  no  case  did  an  inmate  state 
on  one  occasion  that  his  parents  were  born  in  one  foreign  country 
and  at  another  time  report  that  some  language  other  than  the 
mother  tongue  of  that  country  was  spoken  at  home.  No  such 
certainty  can  be  guaranteed  for  the  foreign  born.  At  best  it  can 
be  said  that  if  an  inmate  admits  foreign  nativity  it  is  quite  likely 
to  be  so. 

For  our  purpose  criminal  categories  are  designated  as  follows : 

HOMICIDE  First  and  second  degree  murder  and  manslaughter. 

ASSAULT  Assault  and  Battery,  Atrocious  Assault,  Assault  with  in- 

tent to  kill  or  rob. 

SEXUAL  Eape,  Incest,  Carnal  Abuse,  Sodomy,  Lewdness. 

ROBBEEY  Stealing  by  force  or  intimidation. 

BURGLARY  Breaking  and  entering  and  stealing. 

LARCENY  Theft  not  involving  force  or  unlawful  entry. 

MISCELLANEOUS    Forgery,   Embezzlement,   Obtaining   money   under   False 

Pretense,  Carrying  Concealed  Weapons,  Arson,  Offenses 
related  to  Prostitution  and  Marital  Offenses  such  as 
Desertion,  Non-support  and  Bigamy. 

Cases  transferred  to  the  State  Hospital  as  psychotic  and  cases  of 
Manslaughter  by  Auto  were  omitted. 

It  is  not  assumed  that  all  men  in  prison,  though  convicted, 
are  actually  guilty  as  charged,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
to  believe  that  justice  is  miscarried  more  often  in  the  case  of  one 
national  group  of  the  same  social  and  economic  class  than  another. 
Socially  it  appears  that  the  Italian  is  still  an  Italian  and  the  Pole 
still  a  Pole  at  the  same  economic  level,  regardless  of  foreign  or 
American  nativity.  If  the  length  of  sentence  meted  out  to  offend- 
ers is  taken  as  an  indication  of  prejudice  it  may  be  seen  from 
Table  II  that  in  the  majority  of  groups  compared  for  average 
length  of  sentence  the  American  born  descendants  serve  slightly 
more  time  for  the  same  offenses  than  the  Foreign  born. 

It  is  now  recognized  as  impracticable  to  attempt  to  classify 
Europeans  as  Nordics,  Alpines  or  Mediterraneans  racially  in  any 
strict  sense  of  the  terms.  Geographically  there  may  be  certain 
areas  preponderantly  populated  by  Nordics  as  in  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  Norway,  Sweden,  Holland  and  Northwestern  Ger- 
many, by  Alpines  in  Southeastern  Germany,  Switzerland,  France, 
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3.61 

2.33 

2.68 

4.55 

4.92 

6.14 

5.78 

3.05 

2.92 

2.78 

5.14 

2.48 

5.72 

4.25 

3.2 

1.83 

1.79 

4.10 

6.14 

4.25 

6.76 

3.54 

2.53 

2.85 

5.16 

2.50 

4.75 

1  case  3.95 

2.50 

1.47 

2.82 

7.0 

2.0 

5.4 

3.12 

3.40 

3.43 

4.51 

2.50 

5.62 

3.50 

3.50 

4.40 

2.44 

3.49 

6.00 

2.60 

2.55 

2.37 

2.60 

2.57 

2.81 

1.60 

7.90 

7.67 

5.85 

3.00 

2.30 

5.38 

3.39 

4.28 

9.60 

2.95 

3.87 

2.52 

2.81 

2.50 

2.33 

6.50 

3.00 

2.11 

2.65 

2.86 

8.18 

2.86 

10.92 

4.83 

2.83 

4.90 

6.64 

6.50 

1.75 

6.25 

7.80 

2.00 

2.57 

4.31 

3.00 

3.83 

6.12 

5.93 

2.00 

2.78 

5.11 

5.38 

4.47 

5.18 

4.76 

2.26 

1.88 

4.11 

4.39 

5.01 

5.20 

3.08 

2.48 

2.65 

3.77 
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TABLE  II 
Average  Sentences  for  Various  Groups  by  Offense 

Horn.     Asst.    Sex.    BoJ).  Burg.  Larc.  Misc.    rx^ 

F.  B.  Italian 14.54* 

Am.  B.  Italian  19.05= 

F.  B.  Polish  10.83 

Am.  B.  Polish 20.14 

F.  B.  Hungarian'   9.00 

Am.  B.  Hungarian  1  case 

F.  B.  Austrian 1  case 

Am.  B.  Austrian  1  case 

F.  B.  German 13.3 

Am.  B.  German  7.67 

F.  B.  Eussian  1  case 

Am.  B.  Eussian  12.5 

F.  B.  English^  13.5 

Am.  B.  English  27.5 

Am.  B.  Irish 9.20 

Standard    13.5 

*  5  given  life. 

*  6  given  life. 

*  Includes  Czecho-Slovakian. 

*  Includes  Scotch  and  Canadian. 

the  Tyrol,  Poland,  Russia,  Jugo-Slavia  and  Czecho-Slovakia  and  by 
Mediterraneans  in  Italy,  Corsica,  Sardinia,  Spain  and  Portugal. 
Biologically  the  population  of  Europe  is  so  mixed  as  to  defy  our 
best  efforts  to  disentangle  them.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  blood  mixture  for  any  given  individual.  It  follows 
that  any  effort  to  make  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  connection 
between  race  and  criminal  behavior  is  likewise  impossible.  As 
Europeans  are  mixed,  so  are  the  stocks  that  come  to  us  as  immi- 
grants. In  this  study  a  Foreign  born  Italian  is  an  inmate  who 
reports  that  he  was  born  in  Italy.  That  he  is  an  Alpine  or  a  Medi- 
terranean in  any  racial  sense  is  not  implied.  An  American  born 
Pole  is  one  who  reports  that  his  parents  were  born  in  Poland.  The 
Native  White  Group  is  composed  of  inmates  who  reported  that 
their  parents  were  born  in  the  United  States.  This  group,  of  1006 
cases,  which  will  be  referred  to  as  the  Standard,  includes  180  in- 
mates who  reported  that  both  parents  and  all  of  their  grandparents 
were  born  here. 

An  additional  847  inmates  admitted  from  July  1st,  1925,  to 
June  30th,  1928,  exclusive  of  cases  readmitted  following  the  latter 
date,  previously  classified  by  crime  and  nationality  by  Jackson 
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have  been  included  in  the  results.    These  additional  cases  are  dis- 
tributed by  nationality  as  follows: 

Both  Parents  Native  White  390 

Native  White,  Italian  Parents  (one  or  both)  134 

Native  White,  Polish  Parents  (one  or  both)  40 

Native  White,  Irish  Parents  (one  or  both)  85 

Foreign  Born  Italian  155 

Foreign  Born  Polish  43 

847 

The  total  number  of  cases  studied  is  4028, 


IV 

RESULTS 

The  percentage  distribution  of  1006  native  whites  of  native 
white  parentage  referred  to  as  the  Standard  Group,  according  to 
types  of  crimes  committed  appears  in  Table  III.  Additional  cases 
classified  by  J.  D.  Jackson  are  combined  and  tabulated  in  a  sepa- 
rate column  because  all  comparisons  are  made  on  the  basis  of  con- 
secutive admissions  during  the  same  period  of  time. 

TABLE  III 
Standard  Group — American  Born  of  American  Born  Parents 

Offense  No.  No}  %  %       "        %' 

Homicide  39 

Assault  63 

Sexual    137 

Kobbery  127 

Burglary  246 

Larceny   146 

Miscellaneous   248 


53 

3.9 

3.8 

5.9 

99 

6.3 

7.1 

4.9 

191 

13.6 

13.7 

164 

12.6 

11.7 

8.8 

365 

24.5 

26.1 

17.5 

173 

14.5 

12.4 

21.3 

351 

24.7 

25.1 

1006  1396  100.1  99.9 


*  Combined  with  an  additional  390  successive  admissions,  July,  1925-July, 
1928,  previously  classified  by  J.  D.  Jackson,  Psychologist  at  the  New  Jersey 
State  Prison. 

-  Percent  distribution  of  all  Native  Whites  in  all  penal  institutions,  1926. 
Comparable  categories  only.  Prisoners  in  State  Prisons  and  Eeformatories 
1926,  p.  10,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
1929. 

A.  Comparison  of  Foreign  Born  Italians  and  American 

Born  Italians 

The  percentage  distribution  of  295  Foreign  Born  and  415 
American  Born  Italians  according  to  types  of  crime  committed 
is  presented  in  Table  IV.  Among  the  Foreign  Born  Italians  the 
violent  types  of  crime,  Homicide  and  Assault  predominate.  Sexual 
offenses  (including  rape,  carnal  abuse  and  incest)  and  Robbery 
occur  almost  as  frequently.  There  may  well  be  a  considerable  ele- 
ment of  violence  in  many  of  the  crimes  included  in  the  two  latter 
categories.  Comparing  this  group  with  the  American  Born  Italian 
Group,  we  find  that  Homicide  decreases  markedly  from  one  genera- 
tion to  the  next.  The  D/Sigma  difference  (10),  4.56  is  completely 
reliable.  A  slight  decrease  for  Assault  is  indicated.  There  are 
no  significant  differences  in  frequency  of  Miscellaneous  offenses 

24 
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TABLE  IV 
Italian 


Foreign  Born — 295 

Offense  No.  % 

Homicide   48  16.3 

Assault    50  16.9 

Sexual    55  18.7 

Eobbery   39  13.2 

Burglary    18  6.1 

Larceny    19  6.4 

Miscellaneous  66  22.4 

295  100.0 
Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

Offense               %  %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide     16.3  3.9  5.54 

Assault    16.9  6.3  4.59 

Sexual    18.7  13.6  2.03 

Eobbery   13.2  12.6  .269 

Burglary    6.1  24.5  9.48 

Larceny    6.4  14.5  4.5 

Miscellaneous    22.4  24.7  .827 

100.0  100.1 


American  Born — 415 


No. 


%        D/Sig.D. 


22 

5.3 

4.56 

53 

12.8 

1.5 

42 

10.1 

3.17 

135 

32.5 

6.36 

55 

13.2 

3.24 

26 

6.2 

0.216 

82 

19.7 

0.868 

415 


99.8 


American  Born  ivith  Standard 


% 


%     D/Sig.D. 


5.3 

3.9 

1.13 

12.8 

6.3 

3.6 

10.1 

13.6 

1.91 

32.5 

12.6 

7.88 

13.2 

24.5 

5.28 

6.2 

14.5 

5.14 

19.7 

24.7 

2.03 

99.8 

100.1 

taken  together  nor  in  the  relative  frequency  of  Larceny  committed 
by  the  two  groups. 

The  percentage  of  American  Born  Italians  committing  Burg- 
lary and  Robbery  has  increased  markedly;  the  differences  being 
completely  reliable,  3.24  and  6.36  respectively.  The  tendency  to 
commit  Burglary  approaches  that  of  the  Standard  group  although 
a  reliable  difference  (5.28)  between  the  American  Born  Italian 
Group  and  the  Standard  Group  remains.  The  direction  of  the 
shift  is  definitely  toward  that  of  the  American  born  of  American 
parentage.  There  is  no  significant  difference  in  relative  number 
of  Robberies  between  the  two  groups,  Foreign  Born  Italians  and 
Standard,  but  among  the  American  Born  Italians,  Robbery  has 
increased  markedly  in  frequency  of  occurrence,  even  going  beyond 
the  frequency  among  Native  Whites  in  the  Standard  Group.  The 
relative  frequency  of  Sexual  Offenses  has  decreased,  the  difference 
in  this  case  as  well  being  completely  reliable. 

The  Foreign  Born  Italian  Group  committed  relatively  more 
Assault  and  Homicide  and  relatively  less  Burglary  and  Larceny 
than  the  Standard  Group;  the  differences  are  all  completely 
reliable. 
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The  American  Born  Italian  Group  tends  to  approach  the 
Standard  Group  in  relative  frequency  of  Homicides  and  Burgla- 
ries, Homicide  decreasing  markedly  and  Burglary  increasing.  A 
slight  decrease  in  frequency  of  Assault  is  indicated.  There  is 
little  change  for  Larceny  and  the  Miscellaneous  offenses.  Sexual 
offenses  from  one  generation  to  the  next  have  decreased  to  even 
a  lower  relative  frequency  than  for  those  comprising  the  Standard 
Group.  Robbery  has  increased  from  about  the  same  relative 
frequency  as  for  the  Standard  Group  to  a  frequency  much  greater 
than  for  the  Standard  Group. 

1.  Comparison  With  Additional  Cases 

To  the  percentage  distribution  of  the  Italian  Groups  in  Table 
IV  have  been  added  155  Foreign  Born  and  134  American  Born 
Italians  previously  classified  for  offense  and  nationality  by  James 
D.  Jackson;    see  Table  V.     The  general  trend  and  direction  of 

TABLE  V 
Italian^ 


Foreign  Born — 450  American  Born — 549 

Offense  No.  %  No.  %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide 86  19.3  29  5.3  6.61 

Assault  81  18.0  57  10.4  3.41 

Sexual    78  17.1  61  11.1  2.70 

Eobbery   52  11.6  165  30.1  4.14 

Burglary    30  6.7  88  16.0  4.81 

Larceny    28  6.2  38  6.9  0.49 

Miscellaneous    95  21.1  111  20.2  0.35 

450  100.0  549  100.0 

Foreign  Born   with   Standard^        American  Born  with  Standard^ 

Offense                %  %  D/Sig.D.  %  %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide   19.3  3.8  8.05  5.3  3.8  1.40 

Assault  18.0  7.1  5.65  10.4  7.1  2.24 

Sexual  17.1  13.7  1.70  11.1  13.7  1.60 

Robbery   11.6  11.7  .057  30.1  11.7  8.60 

Burglary  6.7  26.1  11.69  16.0  26.1  5.20 

Larceny       6.2  12.4  4.32  6.9  12.4  3.95 

Miscellaneous    21.1  25.1  1.78  20.2  25.1  2.37 

100.0  99.9  100.0  99.9 


^  Combined  -with  additional  cases  classified  by  J.  D.  Jackson. 

shift  from  one  type  of  crime  to  another  is  but  little  affected  by 
the  addition  of  cases.     Homicide,  Assault  and  Sexual   Offenses 
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decrease,  Robbery  and  Burglary  increase.  The  direction  of  shift 
is  toward  the  character  of  offenses  common  to  the  Standard  Group, 
except  for  Larceny  and  the  Miscellaneous  Offenses  which  persist 
with  just  about  the  same  frequency  for  the  two  groups.  Robbery 
which  occurs  with  a  frequency  among  the  Foreign  Born  Italians 
almost  exactly  equal  to  the  frequency  for  the  Standard  Group 
increases  to  a  frequency  beyond  that  for  the  Standard  Group. 
Robbery  is  here  indicated  as  the  predominant  type  of  offense 
among  American  Bom  Italians, 

2.  The  Factor  of  Age 

a.  That  the  shift  in  type  of  crime  committed  from  one  genera- 
tion to  the  next  might  be  nothing  more  than  a  function  of  age 
differences  was  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the  Foreign  Born  Groups 
are  consistently  older,  on  the  average  for  each  offense  than  the 
American  Born.     See  Table  VI.     The  Foreign  Born  Groups  are 

TABLE  VI 
Average  Age  of  Various  Groups  by  OrFENSE 


Foreign  Born 

Offense 

Stand. 

Ital. 

Pol. 

Hung. 

Germ. 

Aust. 

Rus. 

Eng. 

Homicide  

32.5 

40.3 

37.7 

45.2 
40.0 

53.5 
41.9 

51.7 
49.0 

39.5 
36.9 

(50)' 
41.3 

40.5 

Assault   

30.2 

40.0 

Sexual  

37.6 

42.0 

43.4 

43.2 

40.6 

36.9 

35.0 

45.5 

Eobbery    

26.2 

26.8 

28.3 

(34)1 

25.7 

25.0 

36.8 

26.8 

Burglary  

29.1 

30.7 

36.9 

38.0 

45.6 

25.0 

31.2 

31.0 

Larceny    

29.2 

38.6 

38.2 

47.5 

33.7 

37.4 

40.2 

31.9 

Miscellaneous    ..., 

34.3 

36.6 

36.3 

39.8 

46.7 

37.3 

36.4 

39.0 

All  Offenses  

31.4 

36.9 

39.0 

42.3 

43.1 

34.9 

40.5 

36.0 

American  Born 

Offense 

Stand. 

Ital. 

Pol. 

Hung. 

Germ. 

Aust. 

Rus. 

Eng. 

Homicide 

32.5 

27.6 

23.5 

22.0 

44.3 

my 

25.8 

30.7 

Assault  

30.2 

25.6 

24.6 

27.7 

29.3 

23.3 

26.0 

34.3 

Sexual  

37.6 

26.7 

24.5 

23.5 

39.0 

24.2 

28.4 

30.3 

Eobbery    

26.2 

24.2 

22.3 

22.1 

31.9 

25.2 

27.5 

30.4 

Burglary  

29.1 

25.4 

23.0 

27.5 

36.6 

28.3 

25.7 

32.1 

Larceny  

29.2 

25.5 

24.3 

26.8 

35.5 

31.6 

35.5 

33.0 

Miscellaneous  

34.3 

29.2 

27.2 

28.4 

42.0 

32.0 

33.0 

40.1 

All  Offenses  

31.4 

26.1 

23.6 

25.1 

36.3 

27.6 

28.5 

34.5 

'  Age  of  one  inmate  only. 

on  the  whole  older  than  the  Standard  Group,  and  the  American 
Born  Groups  are  younger. 

Sutherland  (22)  points  out  that  Robbery  has  been  designated 


For.  Born 

Am.  Born 

14,796 

95,409 

97,130 

42,687 

62,610 

2,236 
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as  a  young  man's  crime  since  1710  and  that  it  still  is  from  the 
latest  available  data  from  Chicago  for  1930-33.  He  suggested  that 
children  and  middle-aged  men  refrain  from  Kobbery  for  the  same 
reason  that  they  do  not  play  professional  baseball.  It  has  not 
been  suggested  that  Homicide  is  a  crime  peculiar  to  middle  or 
old  age,  so  that  the  difference  in  ages  for  Homicide  between 
generations  may  be  a  function  of  the  situation  attending  the 
offense,   (see  below). 

According  to  the  last  Decennial  Census  (24),  1930,  there  were 
190,858  Foreign  Born  Italians  in  New  Jersey  and  264,929  American 
Born  Italians.^    The  two  groups  were  distributed  by  age  as  follows : 


Ages 
15-24 
25-44 
45-64 


The  Foreign  Born  constitutes  a  definitely  older  group.  Until 
such  time,  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen  years  hence,  when  there  will  be 
a  more  equitable  balance  in  the  older  age  groups,  no  final  conclu- 
sion can  be  drawn  in  regard  to  the  relation  of  the  age  factor  to 
shift  in  type  of  offense  committed.  For  the  present  the  following 
indirect  considerations  may  be  taken  into  account  in  reference 
to  the  age  factor,  since  the  number  of  cases  when  equated  for 
age,  even  for  a  combined  group,  is  too  small  to  give  conclusive 
evidence. 

A  report  on  the  age  of  arrival  in  the  United  States  was  obtained 
from  most  of  the  Foreign  Born  inmates.  Considering  Foreign 
Born  Italians  who  reported  this  item  we  find  that  the  average 
age  of  arrival  is  below  the  average  age  for  committing  any  of 
the  offenses  considered.  From  the  record  of  previous  convictions 
we  find  that  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  Foreign  Born  Italians 
were  first  convicted  for  the  same  type  of  offense  as  the  offense  by 
which  they  are  classified  at  present.  The  average  age  of  arrival 
of  Foreign  Born  Italians  convicted  for  Homicide  is  19.0  years, 
for  Assault  18.5,  for  Sexual  Offenses  20.8,  for  Burglary  10.8  and 
for  Larceny  14.7.  The  tendency  for  those  who  came  at  an  early 
age  to  commit  those  crimes  which  are  most  common  to  the  Standard 


2  One  or  both  parents  born  in  Italy. 


DIFFERENCES  IN  CRIMINAL  TENDENCY 


29 


Group  is  indicated  clearly.  The  average  age  for  committing  Rob- 
bery, which  is  the  lowest  for  any  crime  considered,  is  26.8  for  the 
Foreign  Born  Italians,  26.2  for  those  in  the  Standard  Group  and 
24.2  for  the  American  Bom  Italians. 

h.  Comparison  of  overlapping  age  groups,  ages  25-44 

From  the  Census  report  of  1930  it  is  seen  that  the  greatest 
overlap  in  the  age  distributions  of  the  Foreign  and  American 
Born  Italians  occurs  between  the  ages  of  25  and  44.  The  per- 
centage distribution  of  offenses  for  the  two  groups  for  this  age 
range  appears  in  Table  VII.    Both  groups  now  used  for  compari- 

TABLE  VII 

Italian — Ages  25-44 


Foreign  Born — 178 
Offense  No. 

Homicide  30 

Assault  35 

Sexual    25 

Eobbery  19 

Burglary    11 

Larceny   11 

Miscellaneous    47 

178 


American  Born — 200 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


16.9 

11 

5.5 

3.52 

19.6 

27 

13.5 

1.46 

14.0 

19 

9.5 

1.38 

10.7 

52 

26.0 

3.98 

6.2 

23 

11.5 

1.36 

6.2 

11 

5.5 

.299 

26.4 

57 

28.5 

.45 

100.0 


200 


100.0 


son  are  substantially  reduced  numerically;  the  American  Born 
Group  by  over  50%.  The  relative  frequency  of  offenses  for  both 
groups  is  very  similar  to  the  distributions  presented  in  Tables 
IV  and  V.    The  differences  produced  by  subtracting  cases  selected 

TABLE  VIII 
Combined  Italian  and  Polish  by  Age-Groups 


Foreign  Born 


American  Born 


Ages  20-M 


Offense  No. 

Homicide  1 

Assault    4 

Sexual    4 

Eobbery  23 

Burglary   5 

Larceny   1 

Miscellaneous    7 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


2.2 

9 

3.8 

.64 

8.9 

26 

11.1 

.49 

8.9 

25 

10.6 

.39 

51.0 

81 

34.5 

2.13 

11.2 

50 

21.3 

1.89 

2.2 

21 

8.9 

2.34 

15.5 

23 

9.7 

1.01 

45 


99.9 


235 


99.9 
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TABLE  YUl— (Cont'd.) 


Foreign  Born 


American  Born 


Ages  25-29 


Offense  No. 

Homicide  8 

Assault    9 

Sexual    10 

Eobbery  8 

Burglary   3 

Larceny   2 

Miscellaneous   9 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


16.3 

5 

3.7 

2.29 

18.3 

20 

14.7 

.57 

20.4 

13 

9.5 

1.74 

16.3 

43 

31.6 

2.31 

6.1 

20 

14.7 

1.88 

4.1 

9 

6.6 

.71 

18.3 

26 

19.1 

.12 

49 

99.8 

136 

99.9 

Foreign  Born 

American  Born 

Ages  30-34 

Offense                           No. 

% 

No. 

%         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  4 

Assault  5 

Sexual    9 

Robbery  7 

Burglary   5 

Larceny   2 

Miscellaneous   11 


9.4 

4 

6.0 

1.19 

11.6 

6 

9.0 

.44 

21.0 

4 

6.0 

2.18 

16.0 

12 

18.0 

.27 

12.0 

16 

24.0 

1.67 

5.0 

4 

6.0 

.23 

25.0 

21 

31.0 

.69 

43 

100.0 

67 

100.0 

Foreign  Born 

American  Born 

Ages  35-39 

Offense                            No. 

% 

No. 

%          D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  17 

Assault  20 

Sexual    9 

Robbery  5 

Burglary   5 

Larceny   8 

Miscellaneous   22 


20.0 

5 

15.6 

.56 

23.0 

5 

15.6 

.88 

10.5 

3 

9.4 

.18 

6.0 

4 

12.5 

1.02 

6.0 

2 

6.2 

.06 

9.5 

2 

6.2 

.62 

25.0 

11 

34.5 

.99 

86 

100.0 

32 

100.0 

Foreign  Born 

American  Born 

Ages  40-44 

Offense                           No. 

% 

No. 

%         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  7 

Assault  15 

Sexual    2 

Robbery  1 

Burglary   5 

Larceny   3 

Miscellaneous   18 

51 


13.7 
29.4 
3.9 
1.9 
9.7 
5.9 
35.3 

99.8 


1 

5.9 

1.05 

2 

1L8 

1.73 

1 

5.9 

.32 

2 

11.8 

1.23 

1 

5.9 

.54 

2 

11.8 

.69 

8 

47.0 

.84 

17 


100.1 
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by  age,  are  not  greater  on  the  whole,  than  those  differences  pro- 
duced by  adding  an  unselected  sample.  Homicide,  Assault  and 
the  Sexual  Offenses  decrease  in  frequency ;  Robbery  and  Burglary 
increase.  Reliable  shifts  for  Homicide  and  Robbery  remain.  The 
general  trend  is  consistent  with  that  indicated  from  comparison 
of  the  larger  groups  where  the  age  factor  is  not  taken  into  account. 

c.  Comparison  of  combined  Italians  and  Poles  hy  age-groups 

The  percentage  distribution  of  offenses  for  a  combined  group 
of  Foreign  and  American  Born  Italians  and  Poles  by  age  groups 
is  presented  in  Table  VIII.  Five-year  intervals  were  chosen  arbi- 
trarily, beginning  with  ages  20  to  24.  There  are  only  four  cases 
in  the  American  Born  Group  over  44  years  of  age;  ninety-eight 
in  the  Foreign  Born  Group.  No  comparison  can  be  made  beyond 
the  age-group  40-44  and  even  here  the  American  Born  Group  is 
too  small  to  carry  any  weight  statistically.  Most  of  the  age-groups 
are  small  and  none  of  the  differences  obtained  satisfies  the  criterion 
for  complete  reliability.  The  effect  of  age  on  type  of  offense  is 
seen  more  clearly  by  recasting  Table  VIII  in  the  following  form: 


Homicide 

Assault 

Sexual 

Ages 

For.  Born 

Am.  Born 

For.  Born  A 

m.  Born 

For.  Born 

Am.  Born 

20-24 

2.2 

3.8 

8.9 

11.1 

8.9 

10.6 

25-29 

16.3 

3.7 

18.3 

14.7 

20.4 

9.5 

30-34 

9.4 

6.0 

11.6 

9.0 

21.0 

6.0 

35-39 

20.0 

15.6 

23.0 

15.6 

10.5 

9.4 

40-44 

13.7 

5.9 

29.4 

11.8 

3.9 

5.9 

Eoihery 

Burglary 

Larceny 

20-24 

51.0 

34.5 

11.2 

21.3 

2.2 

8.9 

25-29 

16.3 

31.6 

6.1 

14.7 

4.1 

6.6 

30-34 

16.0 

18.0 

12.0 

24.0 

5.0 

6.0 

35-39 

6.0 

12.5 

6.0 

6.2 

9.5 

6.2 

40-44 

1.9 

11.8 

9.7 

5.9 

5.9 

11.8 

The  results  are  not  entirely  consistent  but  a  tendency  for  crimes 
of  violence  to  decrease  and  for  predatory  offenses  to  increase  is 
indicated  in  four  out  of  five  age-groups  for  each  of  these  offenses 
compared.  Robbery  is  an  offense  common  to  both  the  Foreign 
and  American  Born  in  the  age-group  20-24,  as  might  be  expected 
from  the  fact,  previously  pointed  out,  that  it  is  a  young  man's 
crime.  It  decreases  more  rapidly  in  frequency  among  the  Foreign 
Born  with  advancing  age.     Burglary  is  more  frequent  among  the 
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American  Born  at  most  age  levels.  The  differences  for  Larceny 
are  insignificant.  The  violent  offenses,  Homicide  and  Assault,  con- 
sistently decrease  from  one  generation  to  the  next  in  all  age-groups 
compared  except  20-24.  In  this  youngest  group  21  of  35  or  60% 
of  the  crimes  of  violence  occur  in  an  attempt  at  Robbery.  The 
predatory  motive  in  violent  offenses  appears  rarely  among  the 
Foreign  Born  and  in  this  age-group  not  at  all. 

Testing  the  distribution  of  crimes  among  Foreign  and  American 
Born  groups  of  Italians  and  Poles  combined  by  the  Chi  Square 
technique  (7),  we  find  a  significant  difference  in  the  distribution 
in  the  two  groups,  independent  of  age,  as  indicated  in  the  following 
table : 


Ages  X 


,2 


20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 


3.682 

2 

.16 

13.022 

2 

.001 

5.764 

2 

.05 

4.200 

2 

.12 

3.643 

2 

.16 

Total    30.311  10  .0009* 

*  Indicates  that  there  are  only  9  chances  in  10,000  of  the  difference  being 
due  to  chance. 

That  the  shift  in  criminal  tendency,  as  indicated  by  the  type 
of  offense  committed,  is  not  merely  a  difference  in  type  of  offense 
due  to  age  is  suggested  by  the  comparison  of  overlapping  age- 
groups  for  the  Italians  and  for  the  Italians  and  Poles  combined, 
by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  Foreign  Born  Italians  con- 
sidered came  at  an  age  at  which  any  type  of  offense  might  be  com- 
mitted, and  by  the  difference  in  motive  for  violent  crimes  between 
the  two  succeeding  generations.  Conclusive  evidence  on  the  type 
of  offenses  which  will  be  committed  by  the  younger  generation  of 
the  various  immigrant  groups  when  they  reach  advanced  ages  must 
be  sought  in  some  future  study.  Inasmuch  as  the  character  of 
offenses  of  the  American  Born  Italian  is  like  those  common  to  the 
Standard  Group,  indicating  a  similar  pattern  of  criminal  behavior, 
it  is  quite  probable  that  their  criminal  careers  will  not  differ  mark- 
edly from  those  of  the  American  Born  of  American  Born  Parents. 

3.  Comparison  hy  Previous  Convictions — Homicides 

Of  the  48  Foreign  Born  Italians  convicted  of  Homicide,  40  or 
83%  have  no  previous  convictions.     10  or  45%  of  22  American 
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Born  Italians  convicted  of  Homicide  have  no  previous  convictions. 
Of  34  inmates  in  the  Standard  Group  convicted  of  Homicide,  22 
or  65^  have  no  previous  convictions. 

Of  those  previously  convicted  in  the  Foreign  Born  Italian 
Group,  3  have  other  convictions  for  Murder,  2  for  Assault  and 
3  for  Sexual  Offenses.  All  of  the  previous  offenses  in  this  group 
show  some  element  of  violence  as  in  the  present  offense  by  which 
they  are  classified.  There  is  little  variety  in  type  of  offense  indi- 
cated. The  previous  offenses  of  the  American  Born  Italian  Group, 
convicted  at  present  for  Homicide,  presents  a  different  picture. 
Recidivism  occurs  in  about  the  same  proportion  of  cases  as  for  the 
total  prison  population  (52%)  and  approaches  the  Standard  Group 
for  Homicide  in  relative  frequency  of  previous  convictions.  One 
of  the  American  Born  Italians,  who  had  been  convicted  previously 
of  Murder  had  also  been  convicted  four  times  for  Larceny,  twice 
for  Burglary  and  once  for  Assault.  Five  of  the  group  had  been 
convicted  of  Assault,  prior  to  the  present  offense,  and  four  of 
these  had  each  committed  at  least  one  Burglary  or  Larceny.  Two 
of  the  American  Born  Italian  Homicide  Group  had  each  been  con- 
victed of  2  Robberies,  one  had  a  record  for  Burglary,  one  for 
Larceny  and  one  had  8  previous  convictions  for  violation  of  the 
Volstead  Act.  The  latter 's  present  offense  was  committed  in  con- 
nection with  bootlegging.  The  variety  of  criminal  activities,  as 
indicated  by  the  record  of  previous  convictions,  of  the  American 
Born  Italian  Group  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  almost  uniform 
type  of  offenses  committed  by  those  of  the  Foreign  Born  Italian 
Group.  Compared  with  the  Standard  Group  convicted  of  Homicide 
a  substantial  degree  of  similarity  in  criminal  behavior  is  again 
indicated.  Of  34  cases  of  Homicide  in  the  Standard  Group,  22,  or 
65%,  had  no  record.  Of  the  12  who  have  records,  4  were  previously 
convicted  of  Assault,  and  8  had  convictions  for  Robbery,  Burglary 
or  Larceny. 

4.  Comparison  ty  Situation  Attending  Offense — Homicides 

The  shift  from  the  violent  to  the  predatory  type  of  offense 
suggested  that  the  circumstances  under  which  Homicide  was  com- 
mitted might  differ  for  the  two  groups.  Accordingly  all  Homicides 
committed  by  Italians  of  both  groups  were  classified  on  the  basis 
of  the  situation  attending  the  crime.    See  Table  IX. 

A  word  concerning  the  source  of  this  information  is  in  order. 
Each  inmate  at  the  prison  is  asked  by  the  Psychologist  and  by  the 
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TABLE  IX 
Comparison  of  Italian  Homicides  by  Situation  Attending  Offense 


Drinking   Party — Quarrel    . 
Drinking — Marital  Quarrel 

Family  Quarrel   

Quarrel  over  Woman  

Other    Quarrels    

Marital  Infidelity   

Family  Honor   

Quarrel  over  Property  

Labor  and  Occupation  

Eevenge  

Eobbery   Admitted    

Eobbery    Inferred   

Not    Eeported    

Unclassified'    


Foreign 

American 

Born 

Born 

9 

1 

5 

4 

0 

3 

8 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

2 

1 

6 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

11 

5 

3 

0 

0 

5 

0 

13 

0 

0 

8 

N-48  N-22  N-39 


'  See  Appendix. 

Psychiatrist  for  his  own  account  of  the  offense  for  which  he  has 
been  convicted.  It  is  quite  possible  that  no  more  than  an  attempt 
to  justify  the  crime  is  made  except  for  those  cases  in  which  inno- 
cence is  claimed.  It  is  equally  possible  that  the  true  circumstances 
may  constitute  just  such  justification.  In  any  event  the  inmate 
knows  that  the  Court  Record  of  his  offense  is  available  to  the 
Classification  Committee,  although  in  actual  practice  it  is  rarely 
incorporated  in  the  Clinic's  report.  On  the  whole  there  seems  to 
be  little  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  following  typical  state- 
ments by  the  Foreign  Born  Italian  group  :^ 

* '  Shot  wife  after  finding  her  in  bed  with  boarder.    She  insulted 
me  and  spit  in  my  face." 

' '  Shot  cousin  who  had  mistreated  and  beat  my  small  brothers. ' ' 
* '  Shot  lawyer  who  came  to  take  away  my  property. ' ' 
"Shot  16  year  old  boy  who  had  relations  with  my  daughter. 
Only  upholding  Sicilian  code  of  honor  in  such  cases." 

"In  quarrel  over  card  game.  Both  of  us  were  drinking." 
Among  the  Foreign  Born  Italians,  Homicide  occurs  in  defense 
of  personal  and  family  honor  in  88%  of  the  cases  reported,  the 
offense  being  accompanied  by  drinking  in  about  one-third  of  the 
cases.  Among  the  American  Born  Italians,  about  one-third  of 
the   Homicides   occur  in   defending   personal   and   family  honor, 

2  Additional  reports  on  the  situation  attending  the  offense  appear  in  the 
Appendix. 
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the  offense  being  accompanied  by  drinking  in  only  one  case  out 
of  twenty-two.  Three  of  four  of  the  Foreign  Born  classified  under 
the  Robbery  situation  maintain  innocence,  the  circumstances  being 
inferred  by  the  examiner.  Robbery  was  readily  admitted  by  all 
of  the  American  Born  in  this  classification.  The  predatory  motive 
is  a  factor  in  only  10%  of  the  Homicides  among  the  Foreign  Born, 
at  most,  but  the  desire  for  gain  appears  in  50%  of  the  Homicides 
among  the  American  Born  Italians.  Homicide  in  defense  of  per- 
sonal and  family  honor  has  decreased  markedly  in  frequency 
from  one  generation  to  the  next,  while  Homicide  in  connection 
with  predatory  crimes  has  correspondingly  increased. 

5.  Comparison  hy  Situation  Attending  Offense — Assault 

Assaults,  classified  on  the  basis  of  the  situation  attending 
offense,  for  Foreign  and  American  Born  Italians  are  presented 
in  Table  X. 

TABLE  X 

Comparison  of  Italian  Assaults  by  Situation  Attending  Offense 


Drinking  Party — Quarrel  

Drinking — Marital   Quarrel   

Family  Quarrel  

Quarrel  over  Woman  

Other   Quarrels   

Marital  Infidelity  

Family  Honor  

Quarrel  over  Property  and  Debt 

Labor  and  Occupation  

Eevenge    

Robbery    

Not  Reported 


Foreign 

American 

Q-tntn  J 

Born 

Born 

6 

7 

8 

5 

3 

4 

7 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

2 

6 

1 

4 

5 

2 

0 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

27 

21 

8 

5 

22 

N-50  N-53  N-64 


From  reports  obtained  in  42  of  the  50  cases,  37  or  88%  of 
the  Assaults  occurred  in  defending  personal  and  family  honor 
attended  by  drinking  in  about  one-fifth  of  the  cases.  Two  of 
the  three  Foreign  Born  Italians  classified  under  the  Robbery  situa- 
tion were  involved  with  American  Born  Italians,  and  the  third 
denied  his  guilt  but  did  not  stand  trial.  Eight  of  the  50  cases 
denied  guilt  and  did  not  report  on  the  situation  attending  the 
offense.  It  is  certain  from  the  record  that  the  motive  was  not 
directly  predatory  or  that  fact  would  appear  in  the  charge. 
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Among  53  American  Born  Italians  convicted  for  Assault,  27 
or  51%  of  the  Assaults  occurred  in  connection  with,  attempted 
and  successful  Robbery.  Robbery  as  the  attending  situation  to 
assault  occurs  with  relatively  greater  frequency  in  the  American 
Born  Italian  Group  than  it  does  in  the  Standard  Group,  just  as 
it  was  shown  above  in  the  comparison  of  types  of  crime  that  Rob- 
bery is  more  common  to  American  Born  Italians  than  to  the  Native 
Whites  in  the  Standard  Group.  The  shift  from  violent  to  preda- 
tory type  of  offense  is  even  more  clearly  demonstrated  by  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  the  crimes  were  committed. 
Assault  in  defense  of  personal  and  family  honor  has  decreased  from 
one  generation  to  the  next  to  about  the  same  relative  frequency 
as  appears  for  the  Standard  Group,  while  Assault  in  connection 
with  predatory  offenses  has  increased  to  a  frequency  even  beyond 
that  found  for  the  Native  White  of  Native  White  Parentage. 

B.  Comparison  of  Foreign  Born  Poles  With  American 

Born  Poles 

The  percentage  distribution  of  89  Foreign  Born  Poles  and  160 
American  Born  Poles  by  type  of  crime  committed  is  shown  in 
Table  XI.    Of  the  crimes  which  can  be  designated  under  separate 

TABLE  XI 
Polish 


Foreign  Born — 89 

Offense  No. 

Homicide    12 

Assault  27 

Sexual  11 

Robbery    8 

Burglary  10 

Larceny    6 

Miscellaneous 15 

n  Bori 

Homicide  13.5  3.9 

Assault „ 30.3  6.3 

Sexual    12.4  13.6 

Robbery  8.9  12.6 

Burglary  11.2  24.5 

Larceny  6.7  14.5 

Miscellaneous  16.8  24.7 

99.8  100.1 


American  Born — 160 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.  D. 


13.5 

10 

6.3 

1.76 

30.3 

14 

8.7 

4.03 

12.4 

12 

7.5 

1.21 

8.9 

37 

23.1 

3.16 

11.2 

57 

35.6 

4.64 

6.7 

17 

10.6 

1.08 

16.8 

13 

8.1 

1.93 

89             99.8 

160             99.9 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

American  Born  with  Standard 

Offense                 %             %         D/Sig.D. 

%             %         D/Sig.  D. 

2.34 

6.3 

3.9 

1.19 

4.86 

8.7 

6.3 

1.02 

0.33 

7.5 

13.6 

2.60 

1.13 

23.1 

12.6 

2.33 

3.69 

35.6 

24.5 

2.59 

2.75 

10.6 

14.5 

1.47 

1.88 

8.1 

24.7 

6.47 

99.9 


100.1 
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categorical  headings,  Assault  occurs  with  greatest  frequency  among 
the  Foreign  Born  Poles  in  this  group.  Homicides,  Sexual  Offenses 
and  Burglaries  occur  next  in  order  of  frequency.  Larcenies  and 
Robberies  occur  rather  infrequently  in  this  group. 

Among  the  American  Born  Polish  group  the  frequency  of 
Burglary  has  increased  markedly;  the  difference  between  the 
Foreign  and  American  Born  groups  in  completely  reliable,  4.64. 
Burglary  has  increased  even  beyond  the  frequency  of  occurrence 
for  the  Standard  Group.  Robbery  has  also  increased  to  a  marked 
extent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  American  Born  Italians.  A  slight 
increase  in  frequency  of  Larceny  is  indicated.  Assault  has 
decreased  in  frequency  of  occurrence,  indicating  a  decided  shift 
away  from  this  type  of  violent  crime.  The  decrease  in  frequency 
of  Homocides  and  Sexual  Offenses  shows  this  same  shift  in  tend- 
ency. The  decrease  for  Assault  is  completely  reliable,  4.03,  for 
Homicide,  not  completely  reliable  but  suggestive,  1.76.  The  in- 
crease for  Robbery  is  completely  reliable,  3.16,  as  it  is  for  Burg- 
lary, 4.64. 

As  in  the  ease  with  the  two  groups  of  Italians,  there  is  a 
shift  away  from  the  type  of  crimes  committed  by  the  Foreign 
Born  Polish  Group  and  a  growing  tendency  to  commit  crimes 
common  to  the  Standard  Group. 

1.  Comparison  With  Additional  Cases 

To  the  percentage  distribution  of  the  Polish  Groups  in  Table 
XI  have  been  added  43  Foreign  Born  and  40  American  Born  Poles 
previously  classified  for  nationality  and  for  offense  by  James  D. 
Jackson;  see  Table  XII.  The  same  trend  persists.  Homicide  and 
Assault,  decreasing  in  the  direction  of  the  Standard  Group.  The 
Sexual  Offenses  have  decreased  even  beyond  the  relative  frequency 
for  the  Standard  Group.  The  shift  for  Assault  is  completely 
reliable,  for  Homicides  and  the  Sexual  Offenses  not  completely  relia- 
ble but  suggestive.  The  relative  number  of  Miscellaneous  offenses 
has  decreased  away  from  the  frequency  in  the  Standard  Group. 
Robbery  and  Burglary  have  increased  to  a  point  well  beyond  the 
frequency  of  these  two  offenses  in  the  Standard  Group.  The 
shift  in  both  cases  is  completely  reliable.  The  relative  frequency 
of  Larceny  has  increased  slightly  in  the  direction  of  the  Standard 
but  the  shift  is  not  statistically  significant. 
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TABLE  XII 

POLISHl 


Foreign  Born — 13S 

Offense  No. 

Homicide    15 

Assault  36 

Sexual  „ 25 

Eobbery    9 

Burglary  _ 14 

Larceny    8 

Miscellaneous 25 

i; 

n  Born  with  Sta 
% 

Homicide  11.4  3.8 

Assault  .:...„ 27.3  7.1 

Sexual    19.0  13.7 

Eobbery  6.8  11.7 

Burglary  10.6  26.1 

Larceny  6.1  12.4 

Miscellaneous  19.0  25.1 

100.2  99.9 


American  Born — ^00 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.  D. 


11.4 

11 

5.5 

1.84 

27.3 

17 

8.5 

4.32 

19.0 

19 

9.5 

2.38 

6.8 

45 

22.5 

4.27 

10.6 

74 

37.0 

6.11 

6.1 

17 

8.5 

0.84 

19.0 

17 

8.5 

2.66 

132           100.2 

200           100.0 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard^ 

American  Born  with  Standard''- 

Offense                 %             %        D/Sig.D. 

%             %         D/Sig.  D. 

2.70 

5.5 

3.8 

1.01 

5.01 

8.5 

7.1 

0.67 

1.51 

9.5 

13.7 

1.85 

2.08 

22.5 

11.7 

3.51 

6.65 

37.0 

26.1 

3.02 

2.79 

8.5 

12.4 

1.81 

L67 

8.5 

25.1 

7.25 

100.0 


99.9 


1  Combined  with  additional  cases  classified  by  J.  D.  Jackson. 

2.  Comparison  hy  Situation  Attending  Offense — Homicides 

In  Table  XIII  all  Homicides  committed  by  Poles  of  both  Foreign 
and  American  Born  Groups  are  presented,  classified  on  the  basis 
of  the  situation  attending  the  offenses.  In  all  cases  reported  among 
the  Foreign  Born  the  Homicides  occurred  in  defense  of  personal 
and  family  honor.  There  are  no  cases  of  Homicides  aggravated 
by  drinking  (unlike  the  Foreign  Born  Italians),  but  the  number 
of  cases  is  too  small  to  permit  any  definite  conclusion  on  this 
point.  The  significant  point  is  that  no  Homicide  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  a  predatory  offense.  If  the  motive  in  any  of  the  3 
unreported  cases  had  been  predatory  that  fact  would  appear  in 
the  record  under  the  offense. 

50%  of  the  Homicides  among  the  American  Born  Poles  occurred 
in  connection  with  attempted  Robbery  which  met  with  resistance. 
A  distinct  shift  in  the  situation  attending  the  crime  is  indicated 
here  from  one  generation  to  the  next  as  in  the  case  of  the  two 
Italian  groups.  The  number  of  cases  in  each  group  compared 
here  is  too  small  to  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  but  may  be 
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5 
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1 
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0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

5 

2 

13 

0 

8 
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TABLE  XIII 

COMPAEISON  OF  POLISH   HOMICIDES  BY   SITUATION   ATTENDING   OFFENSE 

Foreign  Born        American  Born        Standard 

Drinking  Party — Quarrel 0 

Marital  Quarrel  4 

Family  Quarrel  0 

Other  Quarrels  0 

Marital   Infidelity  2 

Family  Honor   1 

Property  and  Debt  0 

Labor  and  Occupation  1 

Eevenge  1 

Eobbery  0 

Not  Eeported  3 

Unclassifiedi  0 

N-12  N-10  N-39 

1  See  Appendix, 

used  with  that  from  other  group  comparisons  to  support  the 
general  conclusion  of  a  shift  from  immigrant  to  descendant  in 
type  of  offense  committed. 

3.  Comparison  hy  Situation  Attending  Offense — Assault 

Assaults,  classified  on  the  basis  of  the  situation  attending  offense, 
for  Foreign  and  American  Born  Poles  are  presented  in  Table  XIV. 

TABLE  XIV 
Comparison  of  Polish  Assaults  by  Situation  Attending  Offense 

Foreign  Bom        American  Born        Standard 

Drinking  Party — Quarrel 3 

Marital  Quarrel  6 

Family  Quarrel  2 

Other  Quarrels  1 

Marital  Infidelity 3 

Family  Honor   1 

Property  and  Debt  2 

Labor  and  Occupation  1 

Eobbery  1 

Not  Eeported  7 

N-27  N-14  N-63 

In  only  one  case  among  27  Assaults  committed  by  Foreign 
Born  Poles  was  the  attendant  situation  an  attempt  to  rob.  Ten 
of  the  fourteen  Assaults  by  American  Born  Poles  occurred  in 
connection  with  Robbery.    The  same  shift  in  character  of  situation 
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10 

21 

1 

21 

40 
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attending  the  offense  is  found  here  as  between  the  two  Italian 
groups.  The  marked  increase  in  number  of  Robbery  situations 
is  in  keeping  with  the  increase  in  relative  frequency  of  Robbery 
for  other  American  Born  of  Foreign  Born  Parentage  groups. 
The  shift  to  predatory  types  of  offenses  is  again  clearly  indicated. 
As  Robbery  occurs  with  greater  relative  frequency  among  Amer- 
ican Born  Poles  than  for  the  Standard  Group,  so  does  Robbery 
as  the  circumstance  leading  to  Assault. 

C.     Comparison  of  Foreign  Born  German-Austrian  "With 
American  Born  German-Austrian 

The  percentage  distribution  of  offenses  for  86  Foreign  Born 
and  127  American  Born  Germans  and  Austrians  taken  together 
appears  in  Table  XV.    Among  the  Foreign  Born  of  this  combined 


TABLE  XV 

German -AusTRAiN 


Foreign  Born — 86 

Offense  No. 

Homicide    5 

Assault   16 

Sexual  18 

Eobbery  7 

Burglary  11 

Larceny    9 

Miscellaneous 20 

Foreig 

Offense 

Homicide  5.8  3.9 

Assault    18.6  6.3 

Sexual  20.9  13.6 

Eobbery    8.1  12.6 

Burglary   12.7  24.5 

Larceny  10.5  14.5 

Miscellaneous   23.2  24.7 

99.8  100.1 


American  Born — 127 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.  D. 


5.8 

4 

3.1 

0.92 

18.6 

21 

16.5 

0.394 

20.9 

12 

9.5 

2.24 

8.1 

19 

15.0 

1.6 

12.7 

28 

22.0 

1.81 

10.5 

13 

10.2 

0.0704 

23.2 

30 

23.6 

0.0668 

86             99.8 

127             99.9 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

American  Born  with  Standard 

Offense                 %             %         D/Sig.D. 

%             %         D/Sig.  D. 

0.73 

3.1 

3.9 

0.36 

2.88 

16.5 

6.3 

3.01 

1.62 

9.5 

13.6 

1.84 

1.44 

15.0 

12.6 

0.72 

3.07 

22.0 

24.5 

0.64 

1.15 

10.2 

14.5 

1.57 

0.31 

23.6 

24.7 

0.27 

99.9 


100.1 


group,  Sexual  Offenses  occur  most  frequently  with  Assaults  a 
close  second.  In  contrast  to  other  Foreign  Born  Groups  consid- 
ered above  Homicides  are  relatively  infrequent.  Crimes  common 
to  the  Foreign  Born  German-Austrian  Group  are  not  radically 
different  from  those  of  the  Standard  Group,  though  Assaults  and 
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Sexual  Offenses,  as  noted,  are  more  frequent;  consequently  the 
shift  in  tendency  from  one  generation  to  the  next  is  not  marked. 
No  differences  are  completely  reliable,  but  the  differences  between 
the  two  groups  for  frequency  of  sex  offenses  is  suggestive,  (2.24). 

Comparing  American  Born  in  this  group  with  the  Standard 
Group  we  find  the  same  types  of  criminal  behavior  about  equally 
common  in  both  groups,  with  the  exception  of  the  relative  number 
of  Assaults.  A  completely  reliable  difference  between  the  two 
groups  for  this  offense  remains.  No  definite  shift  in  tendency  away 
from  this  type  of  offense  is  indicated  from  one  generation  to  the 
next,  except  in  the  difference  in  situation  attending  the  Assault. 
Of  the  16  cases  of  Assault  among  Foreign  Born  Germans  and 
Austrians,  only  one  was  committed  with  intent  to  rob,  while  of 
21  Assaults  among  the  American  Born,  8  were  committed  in  con- 
nection with  attempted  Robbery. 

As  with  the  Italian  and  Polish  Groups  considered,  the  shift  in 
tendency  toward  the  predatory  types  of  offenses  is  again  in  evidence. 
The  shifts  for  Robbery  and  Burglary  are  both  suggestive  and  both 
increase  in  the  direction  of  the  Standard  Group.  Offensive  Sexual 
conduct  has  decreased  to  a  marked  extent  even  to  occurring  less 
frequently  than  among  Native  Whites  of  the  Standard  Group. 

D.  Comparison  of  Foreign  Born  Russians  With  American 

Born  Russians 

The  percentage  distribution  of  offenses  among  51  Foreign  Born 
Russians  and  64  American  Born  Russians  is  presented  in  Table 
XVI.  The  outstanding  feature  of  this  distribution  is  the  high 
frequency  of  Arson  among  the  Foreign  Born  Russians.  Of  the 
14  cases  of  Arson,  7  are  Jews  and  7  are  non-Jews.  A  relatively 
large  proportion  of  Larcenies  is  indicated  which  may  be  a  function 
of  occupation.  Many  Russian  immigrants  engage  in  junk  dealing 
and  are  frequently  apprehended  for  receiving  stolen  goods,  here 
included  under  Larceny,  and  other  petty  larcenies  rather  directly 
associated  with  such  an  occupational  pursuit.  The  decrease  in 
frequency  of  Larcenies  among  the  American  Born  Russians  may 
be  accounted  for  by  change  in  occupation.  The  predatory  offenses. 
Burglary  and  Robbery  show  significant  increases  in  common 
with  the  tendency  exhibited  by  other  American  Born  of  Foreign 
Parentage  Groups.  Contrary  to  the  tendency  exhibited  by  other 
groups  considered  above,  a  slight  increase  in  relative  frequency 
of  both  Homicides  and  Assaults  is  indicated  from  one  generation 
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TABLE  XVI 

EUSSIAN 


Foreign  Born — 51 

Offense  No. 

Arson  14 

Homicide   1 

Assault  6 

Sexual  3 

Eobbery    5 

Burglary 4 

Larceny 9 

Miscellaneous  9 

n  Born 

Homicide  2.0  3.9 

Assault    11.7  6.3 

Sexual    5.9  13.6 

Eobbery  9.8  12.6 

Burglary  7.8  24.5 

Larceny  17.6  14.5 

Miscellaneous  17.6  24.7 

72.41  100.1 


American  Born — 64 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.  D. 


27.4 

1 

L6 

3.23 

2.0 

4 

6.2 

1.17 

11.7 

10 

15.6 

0.61 

5.9 

8 

12.5 

1.25 

9.8 

14 

21.9 

L83 

7.8 

12 

18.7 

1.77 

17.6 

6 

9.4 

1.26 

17.6 

9 

14.1 

0.508 

51             99.8 

64          100.0 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

American  Born  with  Standard 

Offense                 %             %         D/Sig.D. 

%             %        D/Sig.  D. 

0.93 
1.18 
2.22 
0.65 
4.18 
0.57 
1.29 


6.2 
15.6 
12.5 
21.9 
18.7 

9.4 
14.1 


3.9 
6.3 
13.6 
12.6 
24.5 
14.5 
24.7 


0.74 
2.02 
0.26 
1.76 
1.14 
1.34 
2.32 


98.41        100.1 


1  Arson  omitted. 

to  the  next,  but  both  of  these  offenses  are  less  common  to  the 
Foreign  Born  Group  than  to  the  Standard.  The  number  of  eases 
available  for  comparison  is  small,  however,  and  in  neither  case  is 
the  difference  significant.  Arson,  so  common  to  the  Foreign  Born 
Kussian  Group  is  decidedly  infrequent  among  the  American  Born, 
only  one  such  offense  occurring.  Only  7  cases  of  Arson  appear 
among  1006  Native  Whites  comprising  the  Standard  Group. 

E.  Comparison  op  Foreign  Born  Hungarians  and  Czecho-Slo- 

VAKiANS  With  American  Born  Hungarians  and 

Czecho-Slovakians 

The  percentage  distribution  of  offenses  for  47  Foreign  Born 
Hungarians  and  Czecho-Slovakians  and  46  American  Born  of  these 
two  national  origins  taken  together  appears  in  Table  XVII. 
Even  combined  in  this  way  the  groups  are  very  small.  Comparisons 
between  them  can  perhaps  at  best  be  used  to  support  the  general 
indication  of  a  shift  in  criminal  tendency  which  is  indicated  by 
the  numerically  more  substantial  groups.     Subject  to  the  limita- 
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TABLE  XVII 
Hungarian-Czecho-Slovakian 


Foreign  Born — 47 

Offense  No.  % 

Homicide    4  8.5 

Assault  15  31.9 

Sexual  4  8.5 

Eobbery    1  2.1 

Burglary  4  8.5 

Larceny 4  8.5 

Miscellaneous 15  31.9 

47  I 

Foreign  Born  with  St 

%"  ~%  A 

Homicide  ZI         8^5  3^9  1.36 

Assault    31.9  6.3  3.74 

Sexual 8.5  13.6  1.21 

Robbery  2.1  12.6  4.49 

Burglary    8.5  24.5  3.73 

Larceny   8.5  14.5  1.45 

Miscellaneous    31.9  24.7  0.97 

99.9  100.1 


American  Born — 46 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.  D. 


2 

4.3 

0.83 

3 

6.5 

3.29 

2 

4.3 

1.81 

10 

21.7 

3.04 

17 

36.9 

3.46 

5 

10.9 

0.39 

7 

15.2 

1.85 

47             99.9 

46             99.8 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

American  Born  with  Standard 

Offense 

%              %        D/Sig.D. 

%             %         D/Sig.D 

4.3 

3.9 

0.13 

6.5 

6.3 

0.0538 

4.3 

13.6 

2.93 

21.7 

12.6 

1.47 

36.9 

24.5 

1.70 

10.9 

14.5 

0.76 

15.2 

24.7 

1.73 

99.8 


100.1 


tions  just  mentioned  above,  Assault  appears  to  predominate  among 
the  Foreign  Born  and  tends  to  disappear  in  the  American  Born 
Group.  The  difference  between  the  two  groups  for  Assault  is  relia- 
ble, 3.29.  Homicide  decreases  slightly,  tending  to  approach  the 
frequency  in  the  Standard  Group.  Sexual  Offenses,  less  common 
to  the  Foreign  Born  Group  than  to  the  Standard  Group  have 
decreased  to  a  still  lower  frequency  in  the  succeeding  generation. 
The  direction  of  the  shift  in  this  case  is  away  from  the  Standard. 
The  predatory  offenses.  Burglary,  Robbery  and  Larceny  increase 
in  frequency.  The  differences  for  Burglary  and  Robbery  are  relia- 
ble, 3.46  and  3.04  respectively.  The  shift  in  tendency  in  these  two 
categories  is  toward  the  Standard,  even  going  well  beyond  the 
frequency  for  the  Native  Whites  of  the  Standard  Groups. 

F.  Comparison  of  Foreign  Born  English,  Scotch  and 
Canadians  With  American  Born  English,  Scotch 

and  Canadians 

Table  XVIII  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of  offenses  for 
35  Foreign  Born  and  66  American  Born  English,  Scotch  and  Cana- 
dians.    While  the  groups  are  too  small,  even  though  combined 
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TABLE  XVIII 

English-Scotch-Canadian 


Foreign  Born — 35         American  Born — 66 


Offense 

Homicide    

Assault  

Sexual  

Eobbery   

Burglary  

Larceny 

Miscellaneous    


No. 


% 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


2 

5.7 

6 

17.1 

4 

11.4 

4 

11.4 

5 

14.3 

7 

20.0 

7 

20.0 

3 

4.5 

0.42 

8 

12.1 

0.66 

6 

9.1 

0.62 

16 

24.2 

1.7 

14 

21.2 

0.89 

5 

7.6 

1.65 

14 

21.2 

0.14 

35             99.9 

66             99.9 

Foreign  Born  with  Standard 

American  Born  with  Standard 

Offense 

%              %        D/Sig.D. 

%             %         D/Sig.D 

Homicide  5.7 

Assault 17.1 

Sexual   11.4 

Eobbery  11.4 

Burglary   14.3 

Larceny  20.0 

Miscellaneous  20,0 

99.9 


3.9 

0.45 

4.5 

3.9 

0.23 

6.3 

1.68 

12.1 

6.3 

1.42 

13.6 

1.44 

9.1 

13.6 

3.10 

12.6 

0.22 

24.2 

12.6 

2.15 

24.5 

1.68 

21.2 

24.5 

0.64 

14.5 

0.80 

7.6 

14.5 

2.00 

24.7 

0.68 

2L2 

24.7 

0.67 

100.1 


99.9 


100.1 


as  they  are,  to  carry  much  weight  statistically,  some  suggestion 
of  what  might  be  expected  from  similarity  of  language,  traditions 
and  customs  is  indicated.  In  the  first  place  there  are  no  really 
significant  differences  between  the  Foreign  Born  Group  here  under 
consideration  and  the  Native  Born  Standard  Group.  Secondly, 
the  slight  shifts  in  tendency  that  do  appear  are  in  no  case  reliable. 
The  increase  in  Burglaries  and  Robberies  is  common  to  the  tendency 
shown  between  other  Foreign  and  American  Born  Groups. 

G.  Comparison  of  Combined  Foreign  Born  With  Combined 

American  Born 

The  percentage  distribution  of  crimes  committed  by  a  combined 
Foreign  Born  Group  of  603  cases  and  by  a  combined  American 
Born  of  Foreign  Parentage  Group  of  878  cases  for  the  six  major 
crime  categories  which  are  numerically  large  enough  to  be  treated 
separately  appears  in  Table  XIX. 

An  unmistakable  shift  in  type  of  crime  committed,  from  those 
common  to  the  Foreign  Born  to  those  committed  by  descendants 
of  Foreign  Born  is  readily  indicated.     All  differences,  except  for 
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TABLE  XIX 
Combined  Foreign  Born  and  Combined  American  Born  with  Standard 


Combined  Foreign  Born — 603 
Offense  No.  % 

Homicide   72  11.9 

Assault  120  19.9 

Sexual  82  13.6 

Eobbery   64  10.6 

Burglary  52  8.6 

Larceny 54  8.9 

Combined  Foreign  Born 
with  Standard 

Offense         %  %        D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  11.9  3.9           5.52 

Assault 19.9  6.3           7.61 

Sexual    13.6  13.6           0.0 

Robbery  10.6  12.6           1.09 

Burglary  8,6  24.5  10.11 

Larceny  8.9  14.5           3.13 


Combined  American  Born — 878 


No. 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


45 

5.1 

4.51 

109 

12.4 

3.81 

67 

7.6 

3.63 

231 

26.3 

8.10 

183 

20.8 

6.89 

72 

8.2 

0.47 

Combined  American  Born 
with  Standard 


% 


% 


D/Sig.D. 


5.1 

3.9 

1.25 

12.4 

6.3 

4.57 

7.6 

13.6 

4.26 

26.3 

12.6 

6.82 

20.8 

24.5 

2.10 

8.2 

14.5 

3.84 

Larceny,  are  completely  reliable.  The  apparent  irregularity  in 
the  case  of  Larceny  may  be  discounted  to  some  extent  by  the 
following  consideration.  The  opportunity  for  committing  a  Lar- 
ceny is  not  ever-present  as  it  is  for  almost  any  other  type  of  crime, 
except  Embezzlement.  Likewise  it  is  frequently  pointed  out  that 
the  Foreign  Born  is  not  prone  to  commit  Embezzlement.  We  may 
suggest  here  that  this  is  because  the  opportunity  is  lacking.  One 
must  first  attain  a  position  of  trust  before  it  is  possible  to  commit 
this  oifense. 

The  predominance  of  violent  crimes  and  other  offenses  against 
the  person  tend  to  decrease  from  one  generation  to  the  next  in 
favor  of  a  tendency  toward  the  predatory  types  of  criminal  activity 
which  are  common  to  the  Native  Born  Standard  Group.  Robbery, 
which  would  appear  to  combine  some  element  of  violence  with  the 
predatory  desire  for  gain  is  indicated  as  the  predominant  type  of 
criminal  behavior  among  the  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage 
Group. 

1.  Comparison  of  Comhined  Foreign  and  American  Born  Groups  'by 
Economic  Status  and  Industrial  Rating 

An  attempt  to  determine  each  inmate's  Economic  Status  is  made 
by  the  Staff  Psychologist  at  the  time  of  admission.  Classification  is 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  inmate's  own  statements  and  suffers  ac- 
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cordingly  in  reliability.  There  is  no  available  service  for  more  ob- 
jective data  on  this  point.  All  ratings  were  made  by  the  same 
examiner.    The  classifications  are  as  follows : 

Affluent  — has   property   and   resources   for   an   indefinite 

emergency  period 

Comfortable  — has  resources  for  a  protracted  emergency  pe- 
riod; about  one  year 

Poor  — ^has  savings  sufficient  to  carry  on  for  three  to 

four  months 

Marginal  — dependent  on  job,  no  resources 

Part  Dependent  — dependent  on  friends  or  relatives  in  addition  to 
earnings 

Dependent  — no  earnings  and  no  resources 

Inmates  are  similarly  classified  according  to  past  work  record. 
These  ratings  are  somewhat  influenced  by  reported  earnings.  Indus- 
trial Rating  classes  are  as  follows : 

Superior  — Professional 

Above  Average  — Semi-professional,  business  managers,  brokers 

Skilled  — Journeymen  Trades  Mechanics 

Average  — Small  business 

Semi-skilled  — Helper  to  Trades  Mechanic 

Low  Average  — Factory  Labor 

Unskilled  — Unskilled  Labor 


Inasmuch  as  the  rating  on  Economic  Status  is  to  a  large  extent 
a  reflection  of  the  Industrial  Rating,  the  tables  showing  the  per 
cent  distribution  of  offenses  for  inmates  of  the  same  economic  class 
have  in  each  case  been  combined  with  the  table  showing  distribu- 
tion by  equivalent  work  rating. 

a.  Comparison  hy  economic  status — affluent  and  comfortable 

Table  XX  shows  the  distribution  of  offenses  for  a  combined 
group  of  50  Foreign  Born  and  41  American  Born  of  Foreign  Par- 
entage who  were  classified  as  either  Comfortable  or  Affluent.  The 
distribution  of  the  Standard  Group  for  the  same  Economic  and 
Industrial  class  appears  as  well,  in  each  succeeding  table. 

That  the  character  of  the  offenses  committed  is  affected  by  the 
factor  of  economic  class  is  indicated  from  the  large  proportion  of 
Miscellaneous  Offenses,  including  Forgery,  Embezzlement  and  Ob- 
taining Money  by  False  Pretense  among  this  group.  The  character 
of  offenses  reflect  the  occupational  level,  i.e.,  positions  of  respon- 
sibility and  trust.  The  tendency  for  Homicide  and  Assault  to  de- 
crease and  for  Robbery  to  increase,  Robbery  again  to  a  point  beyond 
that  for  the  Standard  Group,  is  still  in  evidence. 
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TABLE  XX 

Combined  Foreign  Born  and  Combined  American  Born  of  Foreign  Born 

Parents 

Economic  Status — Comfortable  and  Affluent 

Combined  Foreign  Born — 50          Standard — 65  Combined  American  Born — 41 

Offense         No.           %              %  No.           %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide    13             26             6.2  4             9.8  2.09 

Assault  8            16            3.1  1            2.4  2.36 

Sexual  5            10           10.8  4            9.8  0.03 

Eobbery   0               0             4.6  8           19.5  3.15 

Burglary 0               0             4.6  1             2.4  1.00 

Larceny    4               8             7.7  3             7.3  0.07 

Miscellaneous 20             40           63.1  20           48.8  0.84 

50           100         100.1  41         100.0 

Industrial  Eating — Above  Average  and  Superior 

Combined  Foreign  Born — 47          Standard — 105  Combined  American  Born — 59 

Offense         No.           %              %  No.           %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  7           14.9             5.7  4             6.8  1.32 

Assault    4             8.5             4.8  5             8.5  0.0 

Sexual   4            8.5           13.3  4            6.8  0.33 

Robbery  2             4.3             4.8  12           20.3  2.66 

Burglary  1             2.1             8.6  3             5.1  0.85 

Larceny  3             6,4             6.7  2             3.4  0.70 

Miscellaneous  26           55.3           56.2  29           49.1  0.64 

47         100.0         100.1  59         100.0 


&.  Comparison  hy  industrial  rating — superior  and  above  average 

In  Table  XX  also  appears  the  distribution  of  offenses  for  47 
Foreign  Born  and  59  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage  classi- 
fied as  Superior  or  Above  Average  industrially.  The  Miscellaneous 
Offenses  predominate,  Homicide  decreases  approaching  the  fre- 
quency for  the  Standard  Group  while  Robbery  increases  with  the 
succeeding  generation  again  to  a  frequency  greater  than  for  the 
Standard.  The  shift  in  tendency  away  from  Assault  does  not 
appear  for  these  two  groups. 

The  number  of  cases  considered  in  the  highest  brackets  for  Eco- 
nomic Status  and  Industrial  Rating  is  small.  The  tendency  for  the 
character  of  criminality  to  change  from  one  generation  to  the  next 
persists  for  groups  compared  in  these  same  classes  although  the 
differences  are  small  and  in  no  case  completely  reliable. 
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c.  Comparison  'by  economic  status — poor 

Table  XXI  shows  the  distribution  of  offenses  for  a  combined 

group  of  174  Foreign  Born  and  244  American  Born  of  Foreign 
Parentage,  classified  as  Poor.    The  violent  offenses,  especially  Homi- 

TABLE  XXI 
Combined  Foreign  Born  and  Combined  American  Born  of  Foreign 

Born  Parents 
Economic  Status — Poor 

Combined  Foreign  Born — 174      Standard — ^17      Combined  American  Born — ^44 

Offense         No.            %                %'                 No.            %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  24           13.8             3.7                   14             5.7  2.69 

Assault    31           17.8             7.8                   36           14.8  0.81 

Sexual    27           15.5           15.7                   28           11.5  1.17 

Eobbery  16             9.2           13.8                   55           22.5  3.73 

Burglary   9             5.2           19.4                   35           14.3  3.25 

Larceny  14             8.0           11.5                   19             7.8  0.07 

Miscellaneous   53           30.5           28.1                   57           23.4  1.61 

174         100.0         100.0  244         100.0 

Industrial  Eating — Skilled  and  Average 
Combined  Foreign  Born — 168     Standard — 2^6     Combined  American  Born — 167 

Offense        No.            %               %                  No.            %  D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  22           13.1             4.4                     9             5.4  2.59 

Assault 18           10.7             4.4                   24           14.4  1.02 

Sexual    25           14.9           15.5                   16             9.6  1.48 

Robbery  13             7.7           11.9                   81           18.6  2.87 

Burglary  24           14.3           21.7                   34           20.4  1.48 

Larceny  14             8.3           12.4                   16             9.6  0.41 

Miscellaneous   52           31.0           29.6                   37           22.1  1.85 

168         100.0  99.9  167         100.1 


cides,  decrease;  the  predatory  offenses  of  Robbery  and  Burglary 
increase  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  The  same  trend  is  ex- 
hibited as  in  the  comparison  of  the  Combined  Foreign  and  Amer- 
ican Born  Groups,  (see  Table  XIX),  where  the  factor  of  economic 
class  is  not  taken  into  account. 

d.  Comparison  hy  industrial  rating — skilled  and  average 

Table  XXI  also  includes  the  distribution  of  offenses  among  168 
Foreign  Born  and  167  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage,  classi- 
fied as  Skilled  or  Average.  Although  the  differences  are  not  large 
and  approach  complete  reliability  only  for  Homicide  and  Robbery, 
the  same  change  in  character  of  offense  is  indicated  as  found  in  the 
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previous  comparison  of  the  Combined  Group  where  the  factor  of 
Industrial  Rating  was  not  considered. 

e.  Comparison  by  economic  status — marginal 

Table  XXII  shows  the  distribution  by  per  cent  of  offenses 
among  262  Foreign  Born  and  322  American  Born  of  Foreign  Par- 
entage, who  were  classed  as  Marginal.     The  results  here  indicate, 

TABLE  XXII 

Combined  Foreign  Born  and  Combined  American  Born  of  Foreign 

Born  Parents 
Economic  Status — Marginal 

Combined  Foreign  Born — ^63     Standard — 391      Combined  American  Born — 3£S 
Offense        No.  %  %  No.  %         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  25  9.5  4.9  18  5.6  1.76 

Assault 52  19.8  6.1  43  13.4  2.06 

Sexual   42  16.0  12.5  27  8.4  2.77 

Eobbery  36  13.7  13.3  89  27.6  4.25 

Burglary  26  9.9  26.1  66  20.5  3.64 

Larceny  25  9.5  15.1  33  10.2  0.28 

Miscellaneous  56  21.4  22.0  46  14.3  2.22 

262  99.8         100.0  322         100.0 

Industrial  Eating — Semi-Skilled  and  Low  Average 

Combined  Foreign  Born — S68     Standard — 406      Combined  American  Born — 502 

Offense        No.  %  %  No.  %         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  28  10.4  3.2  23  4.6  2.78 

Assault 59  22.0  8.9  61  12.2  3.56 

Sexual    36  13.4  10.1  44  8.8  1.89 

Eobbery  39  14.6  14.8  149  29.7  5.09 

Burglary  23  8.6  26.8  104  20.7  4.86 

Larceny  28  10.4  17.5  41  8.2  0.99 

Miscellaneous  55  20.5  18.7  80  15.9  1.56 

268  99.9         100.0  502         100.1 


when  there  is  sufficient  number  of  cases  in  each  group  of  the  same 
economic  class  used  for  comparison,  that  the  shift  away  from  crimes 
peculiar  to  the  Foreign  Born  in  the  direction  of  the  offenses  com- 
mon to  the  Native  Whites  of  Native  Parentage  is  independent  of 
the  factor  of  Economic  Status. 
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f.  Comparison  hy  industrial  rating — semi-skilled  and  low  average 

Table  XXII  includes  the  distribution  of  offenses  for  those  classi- 
fied as  Semi-skilled  or  Low  Average.  The  Foreign  Born  Group  is 
composed  of  268  cases  and  the  American  Born  of  502.  The  results 
here  again  indicate,  when  there  is  sufficient  number  of  cases  in  each 
group  of  the  same  occupational  level,  that  the  shift  away  from 
crimes  peculiar  to  the  Foreign  Born  in  the  direction  of  the  offenses 
common  to  the  Native  Whites  of  Native  White  Parentage  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  factor  of  Industrial  Rating. 

g.  Comparison  by  economic  status — part  dependent  and  dependent 
Table  XXIII  shows  the  distribution  of  63  Foreign  Born  and 

217  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage  classed  as  Part   De- 
pendent   or    Dependent.      Relatively   few    Miscellaneous    Offenses 

TABLE  XXIII 
Combined  Foreign  Boen  and  Combined  American  Born  of  Foreign 

Born  Parents 
Economic  Status — Part  Dependent  and  Dependent 

Combined  Foreign  Born — 63       Standard — 129      ComMned  American  Born — 217 
Offense        No.  %  %  No.  %         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  2  3.2  0.0  6  2.8  0.016 

Assault 15  23.8  5.4  21  9.7  4.12 

Sexual    14  22.2  8.5  15  6.9  2.77 

Eobbery  10  15.9  16.3  72  33.2  3.08 

Burglary  11  17.5  37.2  65  29.9  2.17 

Larceny  2  3.2  21.7  15  6.9  1.32 

Miscellaneous   9  14.3  10.9  23  10.6  0.76 

63         100.1         100.0  217         100.0 

Industrial  Eating — Unskilled 
ComMned  Foreign  Born — 128     Standard — 139      Combined  American  Born — 147 
Offense        iV^!  %  %  No.  %         D/Sig.D. 

Homicide  17  13.3  3.6  9  6.1  2.00 

Assault 37  28.9  3.6  20  13.6  3.12 

Sexual    32  25.0  17.3  17  11.6  2.88 

Eobbery  10  7.8  11.5  37  25.2  4.05 

Burglary  5  3.9  32.4  42  28.6  6.02 

Larceny  11  8.6  17.3  13  8.8  0.06 

MiseeUaneous  16  12.5  14.4  9  6.1  1.81 

128         100.0         100.1  147         100.0 


occur  in  this  class  as  might  be  expected  in  the  light  of  the  consid- 
eration mentioned  above;  the  lack  of  opportunity  for  committing 
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offenses  related  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  With  the 
exception  of  the  few  eases  of  Homicide,  with  no  difference  in  relative 
frequency  of  these  offenses  between  the  two  groups,  the  shift  in  char- 
acter of  crimes  committed  follows  the  same  trend  observed  in  other 
group  comparisons. 

h.  Comparison  hy  industrial  rating — unskilled 

Table  XXIII  includes  the  distribution  of  offenses  among  128 
Foreign  Born  and  147  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage, 
classed  as  Unskilled  laborers.  The  results  here  again  indicate  the 
same  change  in  character  of  offense  from  those  committed  by  im- 
migrants to  those  committed  by  descendants  of  immigrants.  The 
decrease  in  the  relative  frequency  of  violent  offenses  and  the  corre- 
sponding increase  of  predatory  crimes  from  one  generation  to  the 
next  is  again  indicated  as  being  independent  of  the  factors  of 
Economic  Status  and  Industrial  Skill. 

H.  Additional  Evidence 

Additional  evidence  for  shift  in  tendency  is  offered  by  Thrasher 
in  his  study  of  the  gang  in  Chicago  and  by  Woof  ter  in  his  study  of 
social  trends.  Thrasher  (23)  points  out  that  the  Foreign  Born  do 
not  form  gangs  nor  belong  to  them,  even  in  areas  where  gangs  are 
most  numerous.  The  descendants  of  the  Foreign  Born  do  have  a 
distinct  tendency  to  ganging.  The  type  of  activity  in  which  the 
gang  may  engage  is  dependent  upon  circumstances  and  necessity. 
Adolescent  Jewish  gangs  are  not  usually  combative  but  if  driven 
repeatedly  to  defend  themselves  may  become  as  tough  and  as  ready 
to  fight  as  any  group  in  the  city. 

Woof  ter  (28)  states  that  since  amalgamation  by  intermarriage 
is  slow,  even  among  European  born  groups,  the  expected  assimila- 
tion must  be  cultural.  There  has  been  a  definite  shift  from  a  lassez 
faire  attitude  of  letting  the  melting-pot  take  care  of  itself  to  a 
vigorous  program  of  100%  Americanism,  which  began  during  the 
war.  The  tendency,  more  recently,  has  been  to  guide  the  process 
of  assimilation  through  the  leaders  and  organizations  of  foreign 
nationals.  The  original  purpose  of  immigrant  organizations  and 
of  the  foreign  language  press  was  to  keep  alive  something  of  the 
home  country  customs  and  traditions.  Organizations  have  become 
mutual  benefit  groups  and  aids  to  Americanization  and  adjustment. 
The  Press  has  shifted  emphasis  from  home  country  news  and  prob- 
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lems  to  American  news  and  immigrant  problems.  The  shift  on  the 
part  of  the  foreign  language  press  is  perhaps  motivated  by  eco- 
nomic stress.  Publishers  realized  they  were  doomed  unless  some 
appeal  could  be  made  to  immigrants  who  learned  English,  and  to 
their  descendants.  The  descendants  prefer  American  dailies,  how- 
ever, and  to  offset  almost  certain  financial  failure,  barring  another 
great  wave  of  immigration,  the  foreign  language  press  is  becoming 
more  and  more  like  the  American  Press  in  composition,  cartoons, 
features,  articles  and  columns. 


V 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  RESEARCH 

Tlie  results  clearly  indicate  the  desirability  of  a  similar  study 
expanded  to  include  data  on  three  successive  generations.  Differ- 
ences in  criminal  tendency  which  are  well  on  the  way  to  disappear- 
ing with  the  first  generation  of  descendants  of  immigrants  reared  in 
America,  indicating  that  they  are  due  to  cultural  influences  rather 
than  to  inherited  traits  or  characteristics,  might  be  completely 
eliminated  in  another  generation.  During  the  decade  1940-50  an 
appreciable  number  of  grandchildren  of  immigrants  from  southern 
and  eastern  Europe  will  reach  maturity,  and  such  criminal  tenden- 
cies as  they  may  exhibit  can  be  compared  with  those  of  previous 
generations  and  with  those  of  a  Standard  Group  which  should  then 
be  composed  of  offenders  whose  parents  and  grandparents  were 
born  in  the  United  States. 

The  differences  in  ages  between  the  Foreign  and  American  Born 
groups  indicate  the  need  of  repeating  this  study  at  such  a  time  as 
there  is  at  least  an  approximately  equal  distribution  of  ages  in  the 
two  groups.  It  is  estimated  from  the  Census  data  of  1930  that  a 
more  equitable  balance  in  the  older  age  groups  will  be  found  about 
ten  to  fifteen  years  hence,  barring  another  important  wave  of  immi- 
gration. 
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VI 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  criminal  tendencies  of  various  national  immigrant  groups 
as  indicated  by  the  type  of  offense  committed  were  compared  with 
those  of  descendants  of  the  same  nationalities  by  the  method  of  per 
cent  distribution.  The  results  are  therefore  relative  and  are  pre- 
sented in  terms  of  comparative  frequency  of  occurrence  of  the  vari- 
ous types  of  crimes.  The  results  carry  no  implications  in  regard  to 
absolute  amount  or  rate  of  crime  for  any  national  group. 

1.  There  is  a  distinct  tendency  for  the  character  of  criminality 
of  various  national  immigrant  groups,  as  measured  by  the  type  of 
offense  committed,  to  change  with  the  succeeding  generation. 

2.  The  direction  of  shift  in  character  of  criminality  is  away 
from  crimes  of  violence  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Foreign  Born  of 
most  national  groups  and  toward  the  predatory  types  of  offenses 
which  are  most  common  to  the  native  whites  of  native  parentage. 
The  movement,  in  some  cases,  carries  the  criminality  of  the  succeed- 
ing generation  beyond  that  of  the  native  whites  of  native  parents. 

3.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  crimes  of  personal  violence 
are  committed  change  from  a  defense  of  personal  and  family  honor 
among  the  Foreign  Born  to  an  attempt  at  a  predatory  act  among 
the  American  Born  of  Foreign  Parentage. 

4.  The  criminal  careers  of  American  Born  Italians,  as  indicated 
by  previous  convictions,  resemble  those  of  the  native  whites  of 
native  parentage. 

5.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  tendency  for  any  particular  type  of 
crime,  which  might  be  regarded  as  a  trait  of  any  national  group,  to 
persist  through  suceeding  generations. 

6.  The  shift  from  violent  to  predatory  types  of  crime  is  shown 
to  persist  for  groups  of  the  same  economic  class  and  occupational 
level. 

7.  The  descendants  of  the  Foreign  Born  show  an  ability  to  be- 
come Americanized  by  adopting  native  patterns  of  behavior. 

8.  The  Foreign  Born  criminal  groups  are,  on  the  average,  older 
than  the  native  born  of  native  parentage  groups  and  the  American 
Born  descendants  of  immigrant  groups  for  the  criminal  classes 
considered.  The  exact  relation  between  age  and  shift  in  criminal 
tendency  must  be  determined  from  a  comparison  study  made  some 
ten  or  fifteen  years  hence,  when  comparable  groups  for  age  will 
most  likely  be  found  in  the  Foreign  Born  and  second  generation 
populations. 

54 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1.  Aschaffenburg,    G.       Crime    and    its    Repression.        (Trans,    by    Adalbert 

Albrecht).     Boston,  1913. 

2.  Baur,  E.,  Fischer,  E.,  and  Lenz,  E.     Human  Heredity.     (Trans,  by  Paul, 

E.,  and  Paul,  C).     New  York,  MacMillan,  1931. 

3.  Best,  H.     Crime  and  Criminal  Law  in  the  United  States.     New  York,  Mae- 

millan,  1930. 

4.  Boas,  P.     Anthropology  and  Modern  Life.     New  York,  W.  W.  Norton, 

1928. 

5.  Boas,   P.     Changes  in  Bodily  Form   of   Descendants   of   Immigrants.     In 

Kroeber,  A.,  and  Waterman,  T.  Source  Book  in  Anthropology.  New 
York,  Harcourt  Brace  and  Co.,  1931. 

6.  Dublin,  L.,  and  Bunzel,  B.      "Thou  Shalt  not  Kill."      Survey  Graphic, 

March,  1935. 

7.  Fisher,  R.  A.     Statistical  Methods  for  Research  Workers.     London,  Oliver 

and  Boyd.     1930.     3rd  ed. 

8.  Gault,  R.     Criminology.     New  York,  D.  C.  Heath  and  Co.,  1932. 

9.  Goring,  C.     The  English  Convict  j  A  Statistica.1  Study.     Stationery  Office, 

London,  1913. 

10.  Holzinger,  K.     Statistical  Methods  for  Students  in  Education.     Boston, 

Ginn  and  Co.,  1928. 

11.  Jackson,  J.  D.     Report  of  Psychological  Work  at  the  New  Jersey  State 

Prison.     1926-27.     Unpublished. 

12.  Joly,  H.     Le  crime ;  etude  sociale.     Paris,  L.  Cerf ,  1888. 

13.  Kretschmer,  E.     Psychology  of  Men  of  Genius.     (Trans,  by  Cattell,  R.  B.), 

New  York,  Harcourt  Brace  and  Co.,  1931. 

14.  Lange,  J.     Crime  and  Destiny.     (Trans,  by  C.  B.  S.  Haldane).     New  York, 

Boni,  1930. 

15.  Lombroso,  C.     L'uomo  delinquente.     Turin,  1876. 

16.  Lombroso,  C.     L'uomo  delinquente.     5th  ed.     Turin,  1897. 

17.  Lombroso,  C.     Crime,  its  Causes  and  Remedies.      (Trans,  by  H.  P.  Horton). 

Modern  Criminal  Science  Series,  Boston,  1911. 

18.  Niceforo,  A,     La  delinquenza  in  Sardegna.     Palermo,  Sandron,  1897. 

19.  Reckless,  W.,  and  Smith,  H.     Juvenile  Delinquency.     New  York,  McGraw- 

Hill,  1932. 

20.  Root,  W.  et  alia.     A  Psychological  and  Educational  Survey  of  1916  Pris- 

oners in  the  Wes'tern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  A  Report  on  the 
Italian  Convict  by  Giovanni  Giardini.  Pittsburgh,  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Western  Penitentiary,  1927. 

21.  Sutherland,  E.     Criminology.     Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  1924. 

22.  Sutherland,  E.     Principles  of  Criminology.     Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  1934. 

23.  Thrasher,  F.     The  Gang.     Chicago,  Univ.  of  Chic.  Press,  1927. 

24.  United   States,   Bureau   of  the   Census.     Fifteenth   Census   of  the   United 

States.     Population,  Vol.  II,  Washington,  Govt.  Print.  Off.,  1933. 

25.  United  States,  Bureau  of  the  Census.     Prisoners  in  State  Prisons  and  Re- 

formatories, 1926.    U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  1929. 

26.  United  States,  National  Commission  on  Law  Observance  and  Law  Enforce- 

ment, Wickersham,  G.  W.,  et  alia,  Vol.  Ill,  Report  No.  10,  Washington, 
Govt.  Print.  Off.,  1933. 

27.  United  States,  Immigration  Commission.     Immigration  and  Crime.     Wash- 

ington, Govt.  Print.  Off.,  1911. 

28.  Woofter,  T.     Races  and  Ethnic  Groups  in  American  Life.     Recent  Social 

Trends  in  the  United  States.  Monograph,  New  York,  McGraw-Hill, 
1933. 


55 


APPENDIX 

Additional  statements  of  situation  attending  offense  from  in- 
mate 's  report  to  the  Psychologist  or  to  the  Psychiatrist : 

1.  Foreign  Born  Italians  Committed  for  Homicide  : 

"Shot  girl  I  had  been  going  with.  Her  parents  objected  to  the 
match.  Threatened  to  beat  me  up.  I  quarreled  with  girl  and 
shot  her." 

Shot  wife  after  finding  her  in  bed  with  his  illegitimate  son.  Shot 
both. 

Survivor  of  fight  in  which  both  were  stabbed.  Fight  started 
over  card  game  in  social  club  rooms. 

Fight  with  wife  who  came  back  to  him  after  five  years'  separa- 
tion. Her  parents  threatened  him  meanwhile.  She  hit  him  and  he 
shot  her. 

Daughter  being  attacked  screamed  for  help.  Hit  victim  over 
head  with  stick. 

' '  I  came  home,  had  been  drinking.  Started  fight  with  wife.  Did 
not  like  dinner  and  told  her  to  throw  it  out. ' ' 

' '  Had  fight  with  woman  I  had  lived  with  for  years  and  expected 
to  marry.  She  told  me  she  was  already  married.  Demanded 
money.    Came  at  me  with  a  razor.    I  cut  her  throat  with  it, " 

Shot  wife.  Climax  of  marital  difficulties.  She  had  given  him 
gonorrhea.  Had  been  with  other  men  repeatedly.  Had  been  in 
fights  with  wife's  brothers,  was  cut  and  beaten  by  them  frequently. 

Card  and  wine  party — three  jumped  on  him  in  quarrel.  Went 
out  to  car,  got  gun  and  shot  one  of  his  assailants. 

Killed  wife  with  sword.  Argument  over  his  not  working.  Says 
wife  claimed  he  was  looking  for  other  women — not  for  job  when 
away  from  home. 

Quarrel  over  card  game,  both  drinking  wine.  Claims  self- 
defense. 

Shot  bigamous  wife  of  father.  Felt  he  should  protect  mother's 
honor. 

2.  American  Born  Italians  Committed  for  Homicide  : 

Shot  fellow  following  argument,  who  had  worked  for  him  boot- 
legging. Was  told  victim  was  coming  after  him.  Saw  victim 
coming  and  shot  him.  Knew  victim  had  gun  and  armed  himself  for 
protection. 
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Fight  in  saloon  over  girl  who  was  a  hostess  in  the  place.  Claims 
victim  hit  him  because  he  tried  to  take  girl  away  from  him.  Fol- 
lowed him  outside  and  hit  him  with  a  pick. 

Drunken  Xmas  Day  fight — killed  man  of  80  years.  Claims  he 
did  not  own  gun. 

Shot  man  hired  to  bump  him  off  in  alcohol  war. 

Robbery  case.    Shot  cop  while  holding  up  silk  truck. 

Went  to  speakeasy  to  collect  for  whiskey.  Claims  accidental 
shooting  with  proprietor 's  gun. 

Hired  strike-breaking  labor — Italians.  Got  in  fight.  Claims  he 
killed  in  self-defense. 

Quarrel  with  wife  and  father-in-law  of  friend  of  his.  Friend 
accused  father-in-law  of  abusing  his  daughter  (incest)  married 
one  day.    Did  not  do  shooting,  accomplice. 

3.    Foreign  Born  Italians  Committed  for  Assault  : 

' '  Had  an  argument  with  neighbor  over  fence  between  properties. 
Fellow  cut  me  with  a  saw.  I  was  in  the  hospital  for  two  weeks 
from  it.  Argument  started  again  when  I  got  out.  Told  him  to  take 
the  fence  down.  He  wouldn't  and  cursed  me.  Got  shotgun  and 
shot  him." 

"I  owed  him  some  money  and  I  couldn't  pay.  He  came  at  me 
with  a  knife  and  I  shot  him. ' ' 

' '  Threw  plate  and  cut  fellow  who  lived  with  me.  He  abused  my 
wife  and  me  and  the  kids.    I  had  to  make  him  get  out. ' ' 

"I  cut  my  wife  with  a  penknife.  Caught  her  with  another  man 
in  the  house." 

*  *  I  was  a  cook  in  a  resort  hotel.  Bus  boy  asked  me  for  food  and 
threatened  and  cursed  me  when  I  wouldn't  give  it  to  him,  against 
orders.    Lost  my  head,  grabbed  a  knife  and  cut  him." 

' '  Had  trouble  with  sister  and  mother  of  girl  I  wanted  to  marry. 
She  was  trying  to  break  us  up.  Her  mother  and  sister  met  me  at 
the  house  with  a  butcher  knife.  I  threatened  to  shoot  if  they  didn't 
let  me  alone.    Her  sister  dared  me  to  shoot  and  I  did. ' ' 

"I  was  facing  deportation  and  this  girl  said  she  would  marry 
me  and  then  I  could  stay  here.  Then  she  backed  out.  I  got  sore 
and  cut  her." 

* '  I  came  home  and  found  wife  gone  with  another  man.  She  took 
children  and  things  from  the  house.  Went  after  her  with  a  razor 
and  cut  her." 

"I  had  a  fight  with  wife  because  she  wouldn't  buy  the  right 
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kind  of  food  for  the  children.  She  got  mad,  came  at  me  with  a 
knife.  Also  she  had  been  with  another  man.  This  was  in  back  of 
all  our  troubles." 

"A  neighbor  got  drunk,  cursed  and  insulted  my  wife  and  kids. 
Told  him  to  stop.    He  hit  me  and  I  cut  him  with  a  knife." 

*  *  I  shot  daughter  who  went  out  with  a  married  man.  I  told  her 
not  to  do  it.  She  persisted.  She  came  at  me  with  a  gun  and  said 
she'd  shoot  me  if  I  didn't  mind  my  own  business.  I  took  it  away 
from  her  and  shot  her. ' ' 

*  *  We  were  all  drinking.  This  fellow  called  me  bad  names  and  I 
hit  him." 

4.  American  Born  Italians  Committed  for  Assault  : 

"Had  fight  with  two  fellows  who  wanted  me  to  come  along  on 
some  job  with  them.    Called  me  'yellow.'  " 

"Had  fight  with  foreman  on  farm  who  had  just  fired  me.  My 
wife  tried  to  stop  the  man  and  he  hit  her  too.  Then  I  grabbed  a 
hammer  and  hit  him  on  the  head. ' ' 

Mixed  up  in  gambling  racket.  Fellow  was  going  to  shake  him 
down  or  beat  him  up.    Shot  fellow  to  scare  him  away. 

"We  held  up  a  speakeasy.  They  put  up  a  fight  and  we  didn't 
get  anything. ' ' 

"This  fellow's  wife  wanted  me  to  beat  him  up  for  her  because 
he  was  running  around  with  another  woman. ' ' 

'  *  I  went  to  get  girls  for  illicit  purpose  under  threat  from  fellow 
who  was  in  with  a  gang.  One  of  the  girls  charged  that  I  struck 
her  to  make  her  come  along." 

Fought  detectives  in  third  degree  treatment. 

* '  Drinking  party  in  a  speakeasy.  Cops  raided  the  place  and  we 
all  put  up  a  fight. ' ' 

5.  Foreign  Born  Poles  Committed  for  Homicide  : 

Wife  chased  him  out  when  he  came  home  from  county  jail  after 
a  disorderly  conduct  sentence.    Stabbed  wife,  then  himself. 

Came  home  and  found  wife  drunk  and  the  house-work  not  done. 

"Started  fight  with  man  who  threatened  to  squeal  on  me  for 
making  whiskey.    Killed  man  in  fight  that  followed. ' ' 

Found  neighbor  in  bed  with  wife.  Wife  killed  in  subsequent 
struggle  with  fellow. 

"Had  a  fight  with  man  who  lived  with  the  woman  I  was  living 
with  and  was  going  to  marry.  She  was  pregnant  by  me.  He  started 
to  beat  the  woman  when  she  told  him  to  stay  away. ' ' 
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6.  American  Born  Poles  Committed  for  Homicide  : 

Drunken  fight.  Stabbed  fellow  who  tried  to  take  pint  of  whiskey 
away  from  him. 

"Brother-in-law  shot  at  me.  He  had  threatened  me  for  a  long 
time. ' ' 

7.  Foreign  Born  Poles  Committed  for  Assault: 

' '  Wife  was  drunk  and  chased  me  out. ' ' 

*' A  girl  came  to  call  for  my  daughter.  I  didn't  want  them  to  go 
together  and  sent  her  away.    She  came  back  and  I  slapped  her." 

Fight  with  wife  over  her  running  around  with  others. 

Fight  with  wife  over  her  getting  drunk  with  another  fellow. 
She  never  got  anything  done.    Hit  her  with  a  belt. 

Drinking  quarrel  over  money  to  pay  for  the  drinks. 

Fight  with  two  fellows  over  use  of  his  car.  They  knocked  him 
down  and  he  stuck  one  with  a  penknife. 

Argument  with  boss  about  pay  and  being  laid  off.  Says  other 
fellow  hit  him  first. 

8.  American  Born  Poles  Committed  for  Assault  : 

"Had  argument  over  money  a  fellow  owed  me.  Both  of  us  were 
drinking. ' ' 

Wife  left  him  with  13  months  old  child.  She  went  to  live  with 
another  man.  Told  him  she  was  going  with  the  other  man.  He 
went  to  get  the  fellow  and  struck  him  with  a  bag  of  steel  pellets. 

9.  Standard  Committed  for  Homicide: 

Had  fight  with  brother  with  whom  he  often  quarreled.  Brother 
was  drunk  and  attacked  him. 

Got  very  drunk  following  break  with  girl.  Shot  girl's  landlady. 
"Don't  know  how  it  all  happened." 

"I  was  drinking  and  got  in  an  argument  with  proprietor  of  a 
speakeasy  who  was  drunk  and  called  me  bad  names.  I  pulled  a 
gun  to  make  him  take  it  back.    He  struck  me  and  I  fired. ' ' 

Denies  guilt.    Supposed  to  have  murdered  king-pin  bootlegger. 

Denies  guilt.  Wife  burned  to  death.  Believed  to  have  set  the 
fire.    Had  $11,000  insurance  on  wife. 

"I  shot  men  who  I  thought  were  trying  to  hold  up  my  gas 
station." 

Shot  man  who  raised  disturbance  in  night  club  where  he  worked. 
He  wanted  to  scare  him  off.  Says  he  thought  it  was  a  robbery. 
Then  fellow  came  at  him  with  something  in  his  hand  and  he  shot 
him. 
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Shot  victim  while  gunning.  Did  not  stand  trial.  Plead  non 
vult  to  second  degree  murder. 

Killed  wife  and  two  children.  Gives  no  account  of  offense. 
Psychiatric  examination  fails  to  reveal  true  motive.  Not  psychotic. 
Family  situation  aggravated  by  money  matters.  Wife  a  free 
spender. 

In  plot  with  others  and  killed  husband  of  woman  they  were  run- 
ning around  with.    Denies  guilt. 

In  plot  to  kill  husband  of  woman  who  ran  a  speakeasy.  Claims 
innocent  of  the  shooting  but  admits  he  was  in  the  place  drinking  at 
the  time.     Plead  non  vult. 

10.  Standard  Committed  for  Assault  : 

"I  was  shooting  to  celebrate  Fourth  of  July.  Kesisted  the  offi- 
cer who  came  to  arrest  me.  Good  thing  I  got  arrested,  would  prob- 
ably have  been  doing  stick-ups  in  a  couple  more  days. ' ' 

"I  had  been  running  around  with  this  fellow's  wife 
it  and  came  after  me  with  a  gun.    I  shot  him  first. ' ' 

Father  and  brother-in-law  were  drinking  heavily, 
called  the  police  and  all  fought  with  them^ 

"I  had  a  fight    1^0,8 
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